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territory. But normal life, both physi- 
cal and spiritual, needs clouds and rain 
as well as sunshine. A prominent Chris- 
tian leader, now. gone to be with the 
Lord, told a friend of a young man’s 
prayer that greatly impressed him: 
“Lord, don’t send only sunshine lest 
our lives become a desert.” Let us 
remember this when we-are tempted 
to think that we would prefer nothing 


the Word of God. A minister who is a 
college professor was quoted some 
months ago in THE SunpAy ScHOOL TIMES 
as declaring that the walls of Jericho 
fell down because they were calcined 
by a big fire which the Jews built against 
them. A reader of the Times comments 
in a personal letter: “He seems to know 
as little about fire and the way the heat 
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Trust Converting Heads as who “received not the love of the truth, t 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 


TRUST Him for my daily bread, 
The keeping of my precious dead, 

The wiping out of all my sin, 
My going out, my coming in. , 
I trust Him for the grace to bear 
This pain and weariness and care; 
I trust Him with this laboring breath, 
And with my ancient fear of death. 


Within the anguish of my mind 

His purpose and His love I find, 

Nor will He fail to give me strength 

Which meets the need of each day’s length. 


In the day and in the night, 

In the darkness and the light, 

I trust the guidance of His hand 
Through ways I cannot understand, 


Until at last, earth’s shadows gone, 
I shall awake, some glorious dawn, 
And in the brightness of His face 
Begin to understand His grace! 


‘life even in the arid expanse of desert 


him for the cutting off of the sun from 
time to time, and for the clouds, the rain, 


Well as Hearts 


An unsaved mind is not a safe guide. 
This is seen in the irrational and unsci- 
entific conclusions of men’ who reject 
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"Just As | 


ECKONED as one of Moody’s con- 
R verts, the late Pastor D. J. Findlay 

of St. George’s Cross Tabernacle 
was as much, or more, a convert of Char- 
lotte Elliott, the invalid hymn writer. 
On March 3, 1874, Findlay entered one 
of Moody’s Glasgow meetings with no 
thought of salvation. But God spoke 
to him during the singing of Miss Elliott’s 
hymn, “Just as I am, without one plea,” 
and, somewhere between the first and 


than any other hymn.” And this sacred 


jury to thick stone walls, to say nothing 
of fire-impervious brick walls, as he does 


that they might be saved,” that “for this 
cause God shall send them strong delu- 


sion, that they should believe a lie” (2. 


Thess. 2:10, 11). 


% 
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song went forth upon its mission of 
blessing from the bed of an invalid, who 
had been grieving over the limitation 
her frail health placed upon her Chris- 
tian activities. 

Miss Elliott was staying at the home 
of her brother, the Rev. H. V. Elliott, in 
Brighton. His church was busy on a 
project for raising money in a worthy 
cause. Every one in the household was 
helping except bed-ridden Charlotte 


handicapped child of God! Our strength 
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may be small. Our sphere of service 
may be greatly limited by handicaps. 
But, if we will accept the will of God, 
rejoice in our Saviour, yield ourselves 
with our limitations wholly to him, and 
do what we can for him, we shall find 
blessing and we shall minister blessing. 
Miss Elliott’s hymn invites us to come 
to Christ as we are. That is just how 
folk came to him in the days of his flesh. 
The sick, the lame, the deaf, and the 
blind waited not to better themselves. 
They came just as they were for the 
healing he only could give. Many stum- 
ble over the very simplicity of faith by 
imagining there is some difficult thing 
they must do to enter the Christian life. 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, in his work 
as a chaplain, once tried to point to 
Christ a young soldier who was under 
conviction. But the young man failed to 
find peace. As he was leaving, Dr. 
Trumbull gave him a copy of a Soldier’s 
Hymnbook. When next they met, the 
young soldier’s face revealed that the 
change had come. “You tried to make 
it plain, Chaplain,” he said, “yet I didn’t 
get any help. But I opened that little 
hymnbook and read: ’ 
Just as I am, and waiting not 


To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each 


spot, 

_ © Lamb of God, I come ! 
and then it was all clear to me.” 

This hymn simplifies faith as a matter 
of coming to Christ, just as we are, and 
- so helps those who think they must do 
some difficult thing to find acceptance. 

No doubt the hymn grew out of Miss 
Elliott’s own conversion experience. 


(Continued on page 652) 


[Not on Open Letters 


Did Dr. Scofield 
Quote Augustine Correctly? 


- A theological student has called my at- 
tention to the Scofield Reference Bible 
en John 8:2. In commenting on this text 
-Dr. Scofield makes a reference to St. Au- 
gustine which my friend tells me is not 
true to fact. He states that Augustine did 
mot take this position, and that Scofield 
has interpreted his statements incorrectly. 
As one who has placed great confidence 
in the Scofield Bible, can you help me to 
answer this, please?—An Ontario reader. 
The first eleven verses of John 8 tell 
of the woman taken in adultery who was 
brought by the scribes and Pharisees 
te the Lord. They quoted to him the 
law of Moses that she should be stoned, 
and they asked, “But what sayest thou?” 
We are told that they did this hoping 
“that they might have to accuse him.” 
The Lord’s troublesome and accusing 
verdict was, “He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at 
her.” When, one after another, they had 
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all departed, and Christ and the woman 
were left alone, he asked: “Woman, 
... hath no man condemned thee? She 
said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto 
her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and 
sin no more.” 

The note by Dr. Scofield, referred to 
in the Ontario reader’s letter, is as fol- 
lows: 

“John 8:1-11 is not found in some of 
the most ancient manuscripts. Augus- 
tine declares that it was stricken from 
many copies of the sacred story because 
of a prudish fear that it might teach 
immorality! But the immediate con- 
text (vs. 12-46), beginning with Christ’s 
declaration, ‘I am the light of the world,’ 
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seems clearly to have its occasion in 
the conviction wrought in the hearts of 
the Pharisees as recorded in verse 9 
(‘and they . . . being convicted by their 
own conscience, went out one by one’]; 
as, also, it explains the peculiar viru- 
lence of the Pharisees’ words (v. 41) 
{‘Then said they to him, We be not born 
of fornication; we have one Father, even 
God’].” 

St. Augustine’s name is widely known 
throughout Christendom, but perhaps the 
facts concerning him are rather hazy in 
the minds of most people. Aurelius Au- 
gustinus was born November 13, A. D. 
354, at Tagaste, in Numidia, an ancient 


. (Continued on page 643) 
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Can College Students Be Reached for Christ? 














rolled in the schools and colleges 

of the United States today. Most 
of these young people are utterly pagan, 
knowing as little of God’s Word as the 
unevangelized heathen of Africa. Not 
only that, they are given antichristian 
teaching and are encouraged by teachers 
to give free expression to the same base 
animal instincts that the African heathen 
have —only the latter have the advan- 
tage in not being skillfully and academ- 
ically encouraged. America is reaping 
from this godless planting a crop of edu- 
cated criminals and trained delinquents. 

It is a dark picture. But there is a 
gloriously bright picture. Seven years 
ago the Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times asked Milo F. Jamison, of Los 
Angeles, to write a series of articles tell- 
ing about the then new work of the 
University Bible Clubs. Mr. Jamison 
was doing pioneer work in that field 
then, and reported 350 students enrolled 
in fourteen schools. Today it is no 
longer pioneering, but astonishingly suc- 
cessful in tremendous spiritual results. 
Mr. Jamison has been able to organize 
and conduct far-reaching Christian work 
on many a campus, and thousaiids of 
student lives have been saved and trans- 
formed. The University Bible Clubs are 
now at work in almost 1,000 universities, 
colleges, and high schools, and approxi- 
mately 12,000 students have had definite 
instruction and inspiration through this 
Bible-centered movement. 

Mr. Jamison has written half a dozen 
or more new articles of thrilling interest 
for THE Sunpay Scnoot Tres, telling 
just how this modern movement for 
bringing students to the Bible and its 
Christ is conducted, and how others may 
enter upon it for themselves. The series 
will begin in an early issue.” 

A university student was given a read- 
ing assignment in the Gospel of Luke 
for an English class, and reported: “I 


T ronea are 24,000,000 students en- 


have looked all through the library card 
catalogue, and.I can’t find any book 
called ‘Luke.’” Such students need 
help! 

“A professor in the same university, a 
Ph.D., said to a Bible Club student, “I 
like best the Bible verse which says, 
‘The Lord helps those who help them- 
selves,’” This “intellectual” was quite 
chagrined when she discovered that her 
favorite verse was not in the Bible! 

Mr. Jamison brings together startling 
facts showing the need, and encourag- 
ing facts showing how the needs are met. 
The University Bible Clubs is an inde- 
pendent, interdenominational work, 
wholly evangelical and evangelistic — 
and it works. It has developed a new 
method of approach to the whole prob- 
lem of Christian activity in university, 
junior college, and high school, and it 
can be applied in any educational cen- 
ter in America. Aren’t you curious and 
eager to know just what it is? Mr. 
Jamison’s articles will describe it in 
fullest detail; they are convincing. 

And now for an unexpected announce- 
ment. An outgrowth of the University 
Bible Clubs is known as The Bible Fel- 
lowship, making possible for adults 
everywhere the same privilege of Bible 
study that is available to the students. 
That God’s blessing is upon this exten- 
sion of the work is seen by the enroll- 
ment of more than 30,000 adults, hungry 
for digestible feeding upon the Word of 
God. The details of this plan also will 
be set forth fully by Mr. Jamison. 

No doubt several of your friends, who 
are not now taking the Trwes, would 
be glad to have these articles, and they 
may have them by means of a ten weeks 
get acquainted subscription for 25 cents. 
Please be sure to mention the Milo Jami- 
son series, when sending in orders, and 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 





Lesson for October 8 








* 639 














THE XTSt \- S 
o- 
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His unique place in the Old Dispensation, Syne 
the threshold of the New CONGREGATIONAL 
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when he said in Matthew 11:11: 

“Verily I say unto you, Among 
them that are born of women there hath 
not risen a greater than John the Bap- 
tist: notwithstanding he that is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he”? 

That the Baptist was truly great no 
one will question. From. his. unique 
birth, through his extraordinary life, 
down to his violent death, he was great. 
When he was born, and: born: miracu- 
lously, his neighbors exclaimed, “What 
manner of child shall this be!” , 

“ ‘What manner of child shall this be,’ ” 
says Alexander Whyte, “was the uni- 
versal exclamation of the whole hill- 
country of Judea over the birth of John. 
The old age of Zacharias and Elisabeth; 
the errand from Heaven of Gabriel; the 
dumbness in judgment of Zacharias, and 
the strange things that he wrote on his 
writing table; all that made all who 
heard of it to exclaim, ‘What manner of 
child; we wonder, shall John, the son 
of Zacharias and Elisabeth, turn out to 
be!’ -And the whole manner and char- 
acter and service of John’s: childhood 
and youth and manhood, down to the day 
of his death, turned out to be wonder- 
ful enough to satisfy the most wonder- 
loving of Elisabeth’s: neighbors, both 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea.... 


The Years in the Desert * 


“For you must always remember this 
about John, that he was in the deserts, 
and was with the wild beasts, till he be- 
gan to be about thirty. years of age. 
He was in those terrible deserts that 
lay all around the Dead Sea. Up and 
down John wandered, and fasted, and 
prayed, where Sodom and Gomorrah had 
once stood till the Lord rained fire and 
brimstone upon all the inhabitants of 
those cities, and upon all that grew upon 
the ground. And John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, and with a leathern girdle 
about his loins; and he did eat locusts 
and wild honey. A terrible man. A man 
not to come near. The very bitumen- 
miners,, whom everybody. feared, were 
afraid of John. It made ‘them sober and 
civil to one another’ when John came 
down to visit them in their squalid set- 
tlements. ... 

“Before his father Zacharias died, and 
as long as Elisabeth lived, John had 
heard things like this at their lips in 
family worship every day: ‘The Lord 
shall lay on him the iniquity of us all. 
He shall be stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted. His soul shall be made 


P'wnen ne what did our Lord mean 


Of all the prophets portrayed in 
God’s Word, ‘none is more strange 
or paradoxical than John the Bap- 
tist. So dauntless and stern that 
even the wildest men feared him 
and the Pharisees said that he had 
a devil, he was at the same time so 
humble and true that he could take 
his place as one unworthy to un- 
loose the shoes of the Lord Jesus. 
At one time of his ministry we see 
him proclaiming to the crowds, “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” And 
yet, later, we find him asking, “Art 
thou he that should come, or do we 
look for another?” It was of this 
- Strange. man that the Lord Jesus 
made an astonishing statement: 
“Among them that are born of 
women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist: notwithstand- 
ing he that is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater. than he.” Why 
John was so great, and why he was, 
at the same time, less than the least 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, Dr. Wil- 
liam Pettingill, the well-known Bible 
teacher, tells us in this article. 








an offering for sin.” It was on such 
things as these that Elisabeth suckled 
her Heaven-sent son. ... John was the 
man of sorrows till the true Man of 
Sorrows. himself should come. All the 
appetites of John’s body, and all the af- 
fections of John’s mind and heart, were 
drunk. up and drained dry by the all- 
consuming fires of his unquenchable con- 
science. .... A man alone. A man apart. 
A. great man.” 


Who Is the Least in the Kingdom? 

Joseph Parker wonders how so great 
a speaker as the Lord Jesus would speak 
about any human creature as he did 
about John. “He speaks about John in 
noble terms, his eulogium seems to fill 
the sky, there is no word too good to be 
spent upon the character of this mod- 
ern Elias.” 

The greatness of John the Baptist we 

may all see and understand and ac- 
knowledge. 
’ But there is real mystery attached to 
the other part of our Lord’s statement. 
Just what did he mean, just what could 
he mean, by saying that “he that is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he”? 

Many and varied have been the an- 
swers to this question. Some have gone 


so. far as to say that our Lord was re- 
ferring to Himself as the least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but this is quite in- 
admissible, for this would be mock hu- 
mility, of which our Lord could not be 
guilty. 

Quite generally it is suggested among 
commentators that the “least in the king- 
dom of heaven” refers to even the hum- 
blest member of the Church of God; as 
Olshaussen puts it: “Even in the low- 
est degree of the Christian life which 
has been brought to mankind by Christ 
Jesus, man stands higher than John.” 
With this Dean Alford agrees, saying 
that there is very likely an allusion to 
Zechariah 12:8: “He that is feeble among 
them at that day shall be as David.” 
“Thus,” he continues, “the parallelism 
is complete: John, not inferior to any 
born of women—but these, even the 
least of them, are born of another birth 
(John 1:12, 13; 3:5). John, the nearest to 
the King and the kingdom — standing on 
the threshold — but never having him- 
self entered; these, ‘in the kingdom,’ sub- 
jects and citizens and indwellers of the 
realm, whose citizenship is in heaven. 
He, the friend of the Bridegroom: they, 
however weak and unworthy members, 
His Body and His spouse.” 


The Meaning of “the Kingdom” 


- Matthew Henry held that the kingdom 
spoken of is heaven itself, although he 
says that it may apply also to the king- 
dom of grace, —that is, the Gospel dis- 
pensation in the perfection of its power 
and purity. 

Samuel Ridout says: “Significantly, as 
being not in immediate association with 
our Lord, he [John the Baptist] is not 


spoken of as in the kingdom which was 


about to be set up. He was the great- 
est of the prophets, indeed the Elijah 
that was to come, but a place of greater 
privilege was that belonging to the 
Lord’s disciples.” 

Notice that Ridout speaks of “the king- 
dom which was about to be set up.” 
Here we are approaching the true sélt- 
tion of our problem. For the kingdom 
referred to by our Lord was not the 
church. Rather, it was the kingdom of 
heaven to be set up upon the earth, and 
which had been announced by John the 
Baptist as “at hand.” It was “at hand” 
and would have been set up immediately 
if Israel had received her King. “John 
Baptist,” says Dr. Scofield, “was as great, 
morally, as any man ‘born of women,’ 
but as to the kingdom he but announced 
it at hand. The kingdom did not then 
come, but was rejected, and John Was 
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martyred, and the King presently cruci- 
fied. The least in the kingdom when 
it is set up in glory will be in the full- 
ness of power and glory. It is not 
heaven which is in question, but Mes- 
siah’s kingdom” (Scofield Reference 
Bible). 

Of course there is a real relation be- 
tween the church and the kingdom, and 
yet, as Darby points out, the kingdom 
referred to “is not God’s assembly; but 
the rights of the King as manifested in 
glory being established, the foundation 
being laid, Christians are in the king- 
dom, although in a very peculiar and 
exceptional manner, because they are in 
the kingdom and the patience of Jesus 
Christ, who is glorified but hidden in 
God. They share the destiny of the 
King, and will share his glory when he 
reigns” (Synopsis). 

The Kingdom Postponed 

“The Lord’s words,” says Grant, “are 
commonly taken indeed to refer to the 
kingdom in its present Christian : and 
parenthetic character; and no one would 
deny. that such an application could be 
made. But the testimony as to this was 
not that given by the Baptist, nor was it 
yet given when these words were spoken. 
The kingdom in this form only began 
to be spoken of, and in parabolic utter- 
ance, when once it was clear that Is- 
rael had indeed rejected Him. And that 
time was now close at hand, and of 
course foreseen by the Speaker here, 
but not yet made definitely plain, even 
to disciples.’ Everything would indicate 
to us that the Lord is declaring the 
blessedness of that of which all the 
prophets prophesied, and which John 
himself had announced, and when Israel 
will be lifted up to a greatness which 
has never yet been paralleled in all the 
history of that favored nation. That 
they then put it away from them does 
not in the least affect this application, 
which relieves all difficulties at once, and 
yet. leaves room for another application. 
This must, however, as I: believe, be a 
secondary one” (“Numerical Bible”). 

There is almost universal confusion 
as to the distinction between the church 
and the kingdom. That there is a king- 
dom already here is true. Believers are 
already,’ through their new birth, in- 
cluded in the kingdom of Ged (John 3: 
3-5; Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:9). 

But added to all this there is to be a 
kingdom in manifestation established 
upon the earth, and this will be set up 
at the coming again to earth of the Son 
of God to establish his crown rights 
to the throne of his father David. And 
this is the kingdom referred to by our 
Lord Jesus when he declared that he 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than John. 

The Word of God abounds with prom- 
ises concerning the kingdom. 

In Isaiah 9:6,.7, it is written: “For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be 
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upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the ‘throne’ of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and. with 
justice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will: per- 
form this.”. This has been only partly 
fulfilled. The Child was born in. Beth- 
lehem, and the Son was given to the 
death of Calvary. The remainder of the 
promise is yet to be fulfilled, and will 
surely be fulfilled when our Lord comes 
again. 

In Jeremiah 23:5, 6, it is written: “Be- 
hold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that 
I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and pros- 
per, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the earth. In his days Judah 
shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely: and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, Jehovah our righteous- 
ness.” Observe that this kingdom is to 
be set up “in the earth,” and that the 
King is human .as a. Branch of David, 
and is divine_as being Jehovah. Inci- 
dentally in connection with this, verses 
7 and. 8 ought also to be read, as show- 
ing the. relation of restored Israel to 
the fulfillment of this Messianic prom- 
ise: “Therefore, behold, the days come, 
saith Jehovah, that they shaS%i no more 
say, Jehovah liveth, which brought up 
the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt; but, Jehovah liveth, which 
brought up and which led the seed of the 
house of Israel out-of the north country, 
and from all countries whither I had 
driven them; and they shall dwell in 
their own land.” 


The Literal Kingdom Yet to Come 


Gabriel said to Mary, in Luke 1:31-33, 
before the birth of her Son: “And, be- 
hold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, 
and bring forth a son, and shalt call 
his name JESUS. He shall: be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the High- 
est: and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his. father David: and 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end.” This also has been ful- 
filed only in part. -But the. Lord 
God has not yet given unto his Son 
the throne of his father David, he is not 
yet reigning over the house of Jacob, 
nor is the kingdom yet established which 
is to have no end. 

The church is not the kingdom, Great 
havoc has been wrought by the hymn 
writers concerning this matter. When 
the children of God sing: 

I love thy kingdom; Lord; 
The house of thine. abode, 
The Church our biest Redeerher LER 
By his own precious blood, 
they may be singing good poetry and 
good music, but they are singing bad 
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doctrine. The kingdom is not the house 
of God’s abode, nor is it the church our 
blest Redeemer bought with his own 
precious blood. 

God is. not now gathering out from 
the nations a company of subjects to be 
ruled over in the coming kingdom. 
Rather, he is gathering out a company 
of co-rulers to be associated with his 
Son in reigning over. the coming king- 
dom. “Do ye not. know that the saints 
shall judge the world?” (1 Cor. 6:2.) 
He who loveth us, and hath loosed us 
from our sins in his own blood, hath 
also “made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father” (Rev. 1:5, 6). He 
has redeemed us to God by his blood 
“out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation; and hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests: and 
we shall reign on the earth” (Rev. 5: 
9, 10): 


The Glories of That Kingdom 


Here then is the answer to our ques- 
tion. He that is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater even than John, 
though’ up to his time no greater man 
had ever been born of woman; for the 
least in the kingdom of heaven will be 
sharing, as John could not share, the 
glory of the Son of God. That glory 
is beyond all imagination. Those who 
suffer with Christ now are to be glori- 
fied together with him then, and the suf- 
ferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory 
that shall then be revealed (Rom. 8:17, 
18). He is now and here “our life,” but 
one day he “shall appear,” and then we 
shall also “appear with him in glory” 
(Col. 3:4). And no matter how great 
and fiery our trials by the way may be, 
we are not to think of them as though 
some strange thing happened unto us, 
but rather rejoice, inasmuch as we are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings, “that, 
when his glory shall be revealed,” we 
“may be glad also with exceeding joy” 
(1 Pet. 4:12, 13). 

The church of God is the body. of 
Christ, “We are members of his body, 
of his flesh, and of his bones” (Eph. 
5:30). 

The church of God is also the bride 
of Christ. .Our mother Eve was a type 
of the church. Just as Adam’s body was 
incomplete without Eve, and just as they ' 
were joined together in one. fiesh as hus- 
band and wife, so the church of God is 
joined to Christ, and without her. he 
is incomplete. He is “Head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all” 
(Eph. 1:22, 23; 5:22-33). 

In former dispensations no one ever 
attained tosuch distinction, and thus it is 
that, though many of the Old. Testa- 
ment saints were great, and John ‘the 
Baptist as great as any of them, yet 
even “he that is ‘least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.” 


Witminecton, DEL. 
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“Songs in the night’”’ that have brought 
comfort and courage to Christians 








Great Hymns Inspired by Affliction 


By Ivan H. Hagedorn, S.T.D. 














From the earliest days of the Christian Church, midnight hours of Christian experience 

have ever been times of song. Paul and Silas, with bleeding backs and aching muscles, 

sang praises at midnight in the Philippian jail, and down through the years no night of 

suffering or affliction has been dark enough to quench the brave songs of those whose 

hope is in the Everlasting. Dr. Hagedorn tells us how some of our best-loved and 
noblest hymns were born in the travail of crushed hearts and hopes. 


without the refining power of sor- 

row! A dusky philosopher once 
said, “Unless a man is in trouble, his 
prayers ain’t got no suction.” The Tal- 
mud expresses a similar truth: “As the 
olive does not yield its oil before it is 
bruised, so Israel will never produce the 
fruits of righteousness before the afflic- 
tion of God comes upon them.” Out of 
the bruised heart is born the song, out 
of the troubled spirit prayer rises as 


H«= barren life would indeed be 


' incense before God, and out of the trag- 


edies of life have come some of our 
noblest hymns. 


“Now Thank We All Our God,” by 
Martin Rinkart (1586-1649), was written 
at the conclusion of the horrible and 
disastrous Thirty Years’ War, which was 
an attempt to crush the Protestant faith. 
Out of this time of tribulation, calamity, 
and desperation, there arose a band of 
singers whose notes for sweetness have 
never been surpassed. Their design was 
to cheer the drooping hearts of God’s 
people. Among these, the name of Mar- 
tin Rinkart shines in a blaze of glory. 
War, pestilence, famine, all had swept 
through the little village wher¢ he min- 
istered. Often, he read the burial serv- 
ice over as many as fifty persons a day. 
When the task became too heavy, the 
dead were buried unblessed. It is esti- 
mated that in a single year, eight thou- 
sand fell victims to plague. Among 
these was Rinkart’s own wife. 

It is hardly credible that he could 
write a hymn such as “Now Thank We 
All Our God” with a background of so 
many trying experiences. The only way 
to account for it is Martin Rinkart must 
have possessed the ability to see, in the 
midst of the darkest trials, the hand of 
God. 


“Commit Thou All Thy Griefs,” by 
Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676), is another 
hymn written by a man who knew trag- 
edy. He had spent his young manhood 
amidst the desolations and difficulties 
of the Thirty Years’ War. Calamity after 
calamity fell upon him, but it appears 
that he was the more richly prepared, 
because of this, for the great role to 
be given him. He was to become Ger- 
many’s prince among the hymnists, ris- 
ing superior even to Luther. His hymns 
are accounted the most beautiful, the 
most chaste, and the most popular in 


Germany. Of the 123 hymns which came 
from his pen, forty are still used! This 
is an unusually large proportion, con- 
sidering the centuries that have rolled 
by since they were written. 

It would appear that adversity haunted 
Gerhardt. Because of penury, he was 
not able to marry until he was forty- 
eight years of age. He early lost his 
wife, and, of the five children which 
were born to him, only one survived 
childhood.’ His early years in the min- 
istry were cast among’ unsympathetic 
people, from whose cold touch his 
highly-strung, sensitive nature shrank. 
Settled at length in the great St. Nich- 
olas Church, in Berlin, he became the 
idol of the people. Crowds flocked to 
hear him. His boldness of speech, how- 
ever, offended the Elector Friedrich Wil- 
helm. As a result, Gerhardt was de- 
posed. Surely, here is a succession of 
tragedies, enough to throw anyone into 
the slough of despondency. 

It was during the sickness. of his wife 
that he wrote: 

Commit thou all thy griefs 
And ways into his hands; 
To his sure truth and tender care, 
Who earth and heaven commands. 
Who points the clouds their course, 
Whom winds and seas obey, 
He shall direct thy wandering feet, 
He shall prepare thy way. 
He was settled at length in a small 
country parish, where he spent the clos- 
ing years of his life. It surely is an 
evidence of. a man’s fine spirituality, 
when he refuses to allow a long succes- 
sion of disappointments to embitter him. 

“If Thou But Suffer God to Guide 
Thee,” by Georg Neumark (1621-1681), 
is another hymn by an author who suf- 
fered many trials. During his early life, 
he was attacked by bandits and robbed 
of the money upon which he had counted 
for his education. Again he tells us, 
“Through a dreadful fire, I came to my 
last farthing.” Still later, he was af- 
flicted with blindness. Georg Neumark, 
however, was a man who had learned 
to cast his burden upon the Lord. Al- 
ways, he found the Lord sustaining him. 
When at last he was given the position 
of tutor to a youth, he wrote his great 
hymn of consolation: 


If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 
And hope in him through all thy ways, 
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He'll give thee strength, whate’er betide 
thee, 

And bear thee through the evil days: 
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love ~ 
Builds on the rock that naught can move. 

For over three centuries now, this hymn 
has sustained men and women through 
trial and tribulation. 


“My Jesus, as Thou Wilt,” by Benja- 
min Schmolck (1672-1737), surely should 
be a source of inspiration to any dis- 
couraged and over-wrought pastor. Wil- 
liam Lee Hunton, in his “Favorite 
Hymns,” writes that the Counter-Refor- 
mation in Silesia’ resulted in the taking 
from the Lutherans of all the churches 
in the district in which Schmolck lived. 
Through the Peace of Westphalia, in 1648, 
Lutherans were allowed only one church 
in the whole district, and this church 
had to be built of timber and clay, and 
located outside the walls of. the town. 
Three clergymen were attached to this 
church. They had to serve the people’ 
of thirty-six villages. They «vere also 
greatly restricted in their labors. For 
example, they could not visit the sick 


nd give private communion without first. 


securing permission from the local Ro- 
man Catholic priest. 

The hymn is based on Mark 14:46. We 
can hear its heartthrobs in every line. 
Schmolck’s home town was nearly de- 
stroyed by fire. Two of his own children 
were taken by the flames. Later, he him- 
self was stricken with paralysis which 
eventually led to total blindness. Yet, he 
could sing his “Hymn of Trust”: 

My Jesus, as thou wilt; 
O may thy will be mine ! 
Into thy hand of love 
I would my all resign. 
Through sorrow or through joy, 
Conduct me as thine own, 
And help me still to say, 
My Lord, thy will be done. 

“God Moves in a Mysterious Way,” by 
William Cowper (1731-1800), prompted 
James Montgomery to write:. “It is a 
lyric of high tone and character, and 
rendered awfully interesting by the cir- 
cumstancts under which it was written, 
—in the twilight of departing reason.” 
William Cowper, always frail and shy, 
bullied by the boys of Westminster 
School in which he was placed upon the 
sad loss of his mother in 1737, and which 
he attended over a period of ten years, 
in no small measure accounts for the 
mental affliction which clouded so much 
of his life, taking the form of melan- 
cholia. 

As has. been indicated, the hymn, “God 
Moves in a Mysterious Way,” was writ- 
ten after a grievous visitation of mental 
illness, during which he resolved to take 
his own life by laudanum, knife, or 
cord. However severe his trials, Cowper 
realized the purposes of God in our 
lives. He writes: 


The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower, 


Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Browning has written 
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an exquisite piece, which is found over 
Cowper’s grave: 


O Poets! from a maniac’s tongue was 
poured the deathless singing. 

O Christians! at your cross of hope, a 
hopeless hand was clinging. 

O Men! this man in brotherhood, your 
weary paths beguiling; 

Groaned -inly while he taught.you peace, 

, and died while ye were smiling. _ , 


“Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken,”. by: 


Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), came 
from the pen of one who surely had 
many a cross to take in following his 
Master. Henry Francis Lyte was born 
on the classic Tweed. Along its mean- 
dering way, such men as Dr. Horatius 
Bonar, James Thomson, and Thomas 
Campbell lived, wrote or. preached. 
Amidst such an inspiring environment, 
Henry Francis Lyte was to write two 
of the greatest hymns of all time,— 
“Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken,” and 
“Abide With Me.” 

Lyte entered college with the thought 
of becoming a doctor, but changed. his 
plans, and became a: minister of the 
Church of England. After being jostled 
about from one parish to another, he at 
length became vicar of All Saints 
Church, at Brixham in South Devon, and 
here he labored faithfully for. a quar- 
ter of a century. It would appear that 
he had been in the ministry for a con- 
siderable time before he had any change 
of heart. He was called one day to the 
bedside of a neighboring clergyman.- In 
the gathering shadows, these two:.men 
became conscious. that they had not 
found their peace in God. They had 
been looking upon their profession 
merely as a means of livelihood, and in- 
stead of being able to hold aloft the 
light to others, they found themselves 
groping for it themselves. 

Eagerly, they sought the pages of the 
Bible, and in its precious pages they 
found the assurance they needed. Lyte 
confesses: “I was greatly affected by 
the whole matter, and brought to look 
at life and its issue with a different eye 
than before; and I began to study my 
Bible and preach in ‘another manner 
than I had previously done.” Shortly 
afterward, he wrote, “Jesus, I my cross 
-have taken; all to leave and follow thee.” 

The. great preacher, Spurgeon, urges 
students to be much at death-beds. He 
says, “They are illuminated books.” Cer- 
tainly, Henry Francis Lyte amply proved 
the wisdom of those words. At a death- 
bed he found his Lord, and he found the 
inspiration for a great hymn. 

“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus,” by 
the Rev. George Duffield (1818-1888), 
was inspired by the very tragic death 
of the Rev. Dudley A. Tyng. Mr. Tyng 
was the pastor of the Church of the 
Epiphany, in Philadelphia. He was pos- 
sessed of very strong and. ardent con- 
victions . regarding slavery. One Sun- 
day, he was fearlessly discussing the 
subject with his congregation, when one 
of his wardens indignantly arose and 
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protested, and -then. led a group of en- 
raged people from the service. Mr. 
Tyng was obliged to resign. With a few 
loyal followers, he organized the Church 
of the Covenant,:at.first holding services 
in a.hall.. Then.the revival of: 1857-58 
hit Philadelphia, and, with might and 
main Mr. Tyng hurled himself into the 
battle for the Lord. His work attracted 
the attention of the whole city.. At. the 
last service that he was destined to ad- 
dress was a crowd.of five thousand men. 
He challenged them: to: stand ‘fast for 
God. 

Then the tragic accident ‘occurred, 
which cut. short his career.. While at his 
home in the country, “Brookfield,” near 
Conshohocken, he left his study to go to 
the barn, where a machine operated by 
mule power was shelling corn. With 
the kindliness inherent in his nature, 
Mr. Tyng paused to’ pat the animal on 
the neck.. The sleeve-of his study gown 
caught in the machinery and his arm 
was literally torn out. So serious was 
the injury, that the outcome was fatal. 
Just before the end, he roused himself 
and said to those weeping about his 
bedside, “Sing; sing! Can you not sing?” 
And then he, himself, began to sing, 
“Rock of Ages.” Shortly afterward, upon 
a question from his father for a message 
to give to the world, he uttered .the 
words which inspired the hymn. He 
said, “Let us all stand up for Jesus.” 

The Rev. George Duffield, his intimate 
friend, preached his funeral sermon. 
After the service, he returned home, 
with the last words of Tyng ringing in 
his ears. The following Sunday, he 
preached a sermon to his own flock on 
the text, “Stand, therefore,” and closed 
the service with the poem, which has 
not been changed in any way from the 
original, in the course of the years. 

George J. Webb composed the tune 
“Webb” in 1837, while crossing the ocean. 
The tune is. perfectly wedded to the 
words. The power of this hymn to stir 
the heart is well illustrated by a story 
from a well-known radio preacher. Dur- 
ing ohne of his broadcasts, this hymn went 
out over the air. A cripple, listening in, 
wrote: “I have been on crutches for 
more than twelve years, but today, when 
you sang, “Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus,” I got up from my bed and stood 
on crutches out of respect for the Mas- 
ter.” 

“What a Friend. We Have in Jesus,” 
by. Joseph Scriven . (1820-1886), was dis- 
covered by the author when his fiancee 
was drowned on the eve of the. wedding 
they both had so happily anticipated. 
No one was able to heal his bruised heart 
as that Friend who is above every friend. 
He was inspired to write the lines that 
we -so love to sing:. 


What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and: griefs to bear ! 


Following the tragedy, “Joseph Scriven - 


devoted all his life and pror =rty to. the 
service of Christ.. It is said that he 
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beautifully lived out in his own life the 
spirit of the friendliness born in his own 
heart through his close: and intimate 
fellowship -with his Master and Friend, 
Jesus Christ. . : 


“I Shall Not Want: in Deserts Wild,” 
by Charles F. Deems (1820-1893), is also 
a-hymn which was inspired by tragedy. 
The Civil War laid many heavy burdens 
upon this Methodist preacher. His son 
Theodore, a lieutenant in the Confeder-” 
ate Army, was mortally wounded at 
Gettysburg. On the last day of 1863, the 
father recorded in his diary, “All is 
dark. O Lord, teach me to stay my 
heart upon thee! My property is greatly 
diminished, my home totally broken up, 
my first-born hath been slain, my serv- 
ant is dead, my children’s prospect of 
education is restricted, and many of my 
friends. are wounded or prisoners.” 

These experiences, according to an- 
other son, the Rev. Edward M. Deems, 
formed the background for the writing 
of the hymn. According to him, his 
father, one night in 1872, felt himself 
overborne by the cares of his struggling 
church. Upon retiring, he found strength 
in repeating the Twenty-third Psalm, 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.” He repeated it so often that, at 
length, he found himself paraphrasing 
it in meter and rhyme until four stanzas 
were completed. Upon waking the fol- 
lowing morning, he wrote down the 
verses as he recalled them, and another 
hymn was born, 


“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go,” 


by George Matheson (1842-1906), is a. 


hymn whose beauty and mystical sug- 
gestiveness have given it a wide useful- 
ness. It was written by the great blind 
preacher of St. Bernard’s, Edinburgh. 
Dr. Matheson gives an interesting ac- 
count of the circumstances under which 
his immortal hymn was written. “My 
hymn was composed in the Manse of 
Innellan, on the evening of June 6, 1882. 
I was at that time alone. It \was the 
day of my sister’s marriage, and the 
rest of the family were staying over- 
night in Glasgow. Something had hap- 
pened to me which was known only to 
myself, and which caused me the most 
severe mental suffering. The hymn was 
the fruit of that suffering. It was the 
quickest bit of work I ever did in my 
life. I had the impression rather of 
having it dictated to me by some inward 
voice than of working it out myself. 1 
am. quite sure that the whole work was 
completed in five minutes, and equally 
sure it never -received. at my hands any 
retouching or correction.” 

What a glorious God we have! Here 
is one of his children, in the midst of 
blindness, lonéliness, and suffering, who 
conceives of him as the Love that clings, 
the Light that follows all my way, and 
the Joy that can sing despite the rain, 
and best of. all, that he brings to beau- 
tiful blossom and fruitage the life that 
loses itself in him. The hymn is ordi- 
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narily sung to the tune, “St. Margaret,” 
composed by Albert L. Peace. 

“It Is Well with My Soul,” by Horatio 
G. Spafford (1828-1888), is a hymin that 
indeed is written from a very tragic 
background. Horatio G. Spafford was a 
Chicago lawyer. When the great Chi- 
cago fire of 1871 raged through the city, 
Mr. Spafford lost all his material pos- 


. sessions. About two years later, his wife 


and four children set sail for a holiday 
in Europe. The vessel on which they 
sailed was destined never to reach its 
port. A collision in mid-sea sent the 
vessel to the bottom of the ocean. Mrs, 
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Spafford was later picked up, but the 
four children were lost. As soon as the 
broken-hearted Mrs. Spafford could, she 
cabled her ‘husband the short but sa 
message, “Saved alone.” : 

On receiving this terrible news, Spaf- 
ford exclaimed, “It is well; the will of 
God be done.” “Hé gave expression to his 
faith in the hymn that has blessed so 
many souls: 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my 

way, 


When sorrows like sea-billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to 


say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 








When Sankey’s Life Was Spared 











“Let him sing his song to the end” 


By E. Damsel 














If a certain Confederate soldier had pulled the trigger of his aimed gun, the world would 


never have heard of Ira D. Sankey, the sweet singer of 
great purpose for this young Union soldier. 


Gospel songs. But God had a 


Why the bullet did not find its mark and 


how Mr. Sankey learned of this incident years later is told in this story, reprinted by 
permission from ‘‘ The Christian, ’’ a monthly Los Angeles periodical. 


to whom God had given wonder- 

ful power and ability to preach 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Ira D. San- 
key was another man to whom God had 
given wonderful power to sing the same 
Gospel. For years these two men worked 
together, Moody preaching, and Sankey 
singing. In the year 1875, they had both 
been in Liverpool serving their Master 
in that great city. Toward the end of 
the year they returned to America. 

It happened that, on Christmas Eve 
of this year, 1875, Mr. Sankey w4s trav- 
eling by steamboat up the Delaware 
River. It was a calm, starlit evening 
and there were many passengers gath- 
ered on the deck. Mr. Sankey was asked 
to sing, and, as always, he was perfectly 
willing to do so:. He stood there lean- 
ing against one of the great funnels of 
the boat and his eyes were. raised to 
the starry heavens in quiet prayer. It 
was his. intention to sing a Christmas 
song, but somehow he was driven to 
sing the “Shepherd Song.” 

Saviour, like a shepherd lead us, 

Much we need thy tenderest care; 

In thy pleasant pastures feed us, 

For our use thy folds prepare: 
Blessed Jesus ! 
Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 


We are thine, do thou befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our way; 
Keep thy flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray: 
Blessed Jesus ! 
Hear, oh, hear us when we pray. 


[) ‘co wre L. MOODY was a man 


Thou hast promised to receive us. 
Poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 
Grace to cleanse, and power to free: 
Blessed Jesus ! 
We will early turn to thee. 


‘ 


Early let us seek thy favor, 
Early let us do thy will; 

Blessed Lord and only Saviour, 

With Thy love our bosoms fill: 
Blessed. Jesus ! 

Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

There was a deep stillness. Words 
and melody, welling forth from the 
singer’s soul floated out over deck and 
the quiet river. Every heart was 
touched. After the song. was ended, a 
man with a rough, weather-heaten face 
came up to Mr. Sankey and said: 

“Did you ever serve in the Union 
Army?” 

“Yes,” answered Mr. Sankey, 

“Can you remember if you were do- 
ing picket duty. on a bright moonlight 
night in 1862?” 

“Yes,” answered Mr. Sankey, very 
much surprised. ‘ 

“So do I,” said the stranger,: “but. -I 
was serving in the Confederate Army. 
When I saw you standing at your post 
I thought to myself: That fellow will 
never get away from here alive. I raised 
my. musket and took aim. I was stand- 
ing in the shadow completely concealed, 
while the full light of the moon was 
falling on you. At that instant, just as 
a moment ago, you raised your eyes to 
heaven and began to sing. “Music, espe- 
cially song, has. always had a’ wonderful 
power over me,:and I took my finger off 
the trigger. pits 

“Let him*sing his song to the end,’ 
I said to myself; ‘I can shoot him after- 
ward. . He’s my victim at all events, and 
my bullet cannot miss him.’ 

“But the song you sang then was the 
song you sang just now. I heard the 
words perfectly: 
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We are thine, do thou befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our Way. 


“These words stirred up many mem- 
ories in my heart. I began to think of 
my childhood and my God-fearing 
mother. She had many,. many times 
sung that song to me. But she died all 
too soon, otherwise much in my life 
would no doubt have been different. 

“When you had finished your song, 
it was impossible for me to take aim. at 
you again. I thought: ‘The Lord who 
is able to save that man from certain 
death must surely be great, and mighty,’ 
and my arm of its own accord drop- 
ped limp at my side. 

“Since that time I have wandered 
about. far and. wide; but when I just now 
saw you standing there singing, just as 
on that other occasion, I recognized you. 
Then my heart was wounded by your 
song; now I wish that you may help 
me find a cure for my sick soul.” 

Deeply moved, Mr. Sankey threw his 
arms about the man who, in the days of 
the war, had been his enemy. And this 
Christmas night the two went together 
to the manger in. Bethlehem. There the 
stranger found him who was their com- 
mon Saviour, the Good Shepherd, who 
seeks for the lost sheep until he finds 
it. And when he has found it he lays 
it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

“He that dwelleth in the secret place 
‘of the most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty. . . . He shall 
cover thee with his feathers, and under 
his wings shalt thou trust. ... Thou shalt 
not be afraid for the terror by night; nor 
for-the arrow that flieth by day” (Psa. 
91:1-5). 
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Did Dr. Scofield 
Quote Augustine Correctly ? 
(Continued from second page) 


kingdom of North Africa. His mother, 
Monica, was an. earnest Christian 
woman, who followed him with her love 
and prayers, with many tears, through 
all the wanderings of his youth. At the 
age of sixteen he entered the University 
of Carthage, and at the age of twenty 
opened a school for instruction in gram- 
mar and rhetoric in his native town. In 
383 he went to Rome, and three years 
later was converted in Milan by the 
preaching of Ambrose, Bishop of Milan. 
In 3§1 he went to Hippo, a town close to 
the borders of Algeria and Tunis, where 
he was appointed bishop five years later. 
He died in Hippo in 430. His “Confes- 
sions,” which are still read today, give 
an outline of his life and are filled with 
penetrating observations on human sin 
and the love and mercy of God. Perhaps 
one of his best’ known sayings is that 
found at the very beginning of the “Con- 
fessions”: “Thou awakest us to delight 
in thy praise; for thou madest us for 


(Continued on page 653) 
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LESSON 2. OCTOBER 8. THE FORERUNNER OF THE KING 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 3; printed text, 3:1-17 
Golden Text.—Prepare ye the way of the ‘Lord; end make his paths straight.— Matt. 3 : 3 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps ‘is Matt. 3:1-17 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in 
the wilderness of Judza, 

2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven ‘is at hand. 

3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, say- 
ing, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

4 And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and 
wild honey. 

5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judza, and all the 
region round about Jordan, 

6 And were baptized of him in. Jordan, ‘confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come 
to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to. come? 

8 Bring forth therefore fruits .meet for repentance: 

9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to 
our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones 
to raise up children unto Abraham. 

10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of: the trees: 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he 
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire: 

12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 
floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 
baptized of him. : 

14 But John forbad him, saying, I, have need to be baptized 
of thee, and comest thou to me? 

15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: 
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he 
suffered him. 

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out 
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
him: 

17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
() = Lord has told us that of. those 


prophets. 


born of women none was greater 
than John. His greatness con- 
sisted, not simply in his personal char- 
acter, though he stands out pre-emi- 
nently as a devoted man of God, true 
to principle and unyielding in his stand 


Judea. 
Verse by Verse 


against iniquity even in high places Matt. 3:1—“In the wilderness of 
This is the region east and 
south of Jerusalem, including the lower 
Jordan valley and the western side of 


(Matt. 14:4), but in the fact that he 
was chosen of God to herald the com- 
ing of Christ as Israel’s Messiah and the 
world’s Redeemer (John 1:29-31) and 


Judeea.” 


the Dead Sea. 


the Christ, who was permitted to see and 
know the One of whom he prophesied 
—a privilege denied to all the earlier 


The Historical Setting 


Luke gives the date of the beginning 
of John’s ministry as the fifteenth year 
of Tiberias Czesar, which most author- 
ities identify with A. D. 26. He preached 
in the Jordan valley, in the land of 
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Matt. 3:1 And in those days cometh John the Baptist, preach- 
ing in the wilderness of Judza, saying, 2 Repent ye; for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. 3 For this is he that was spoken 
of through Isaiah the prophet, saying, 

1The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight. 

4 Now John himself had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5 Then went out unto him Jerusalem, and all Judza, 
and all the region round about the Jordan; 6 and they were 
baptized of him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But 
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming “to 
his baptism, he said unto them, Ye offspring of vipers, who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring forth there- 
fore fruit worthy of *repentance: 9 and think not to say within 


yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, - 


that God is able of these stones to raisé up children unto Abra- 
ham. 10 And even now the axe lieth at the root of the treés: 
every tree therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize you ‘in water 
unto repentance: but he that cometh after.me is mightier than 
I, whose shoes I am not 5 worthy to’ bear: he shall baptize you 
#in the Holy Spirit and in fire: 12 whose fan is in his hand, and 
he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing-floor; and he will gather 
his wheat into the garner, but the chaff he will burn up with un- 
quenchable fire. 

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan unto John, 
to be baptized of him. 14 But John would have hindered him, 
saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and cometh thou to 
me? 15 But Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer *it now: for 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffereth 
him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway 
from the water: and lo, the heavens were opened 7 unto him, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon 
hirn; 17 and lo, a voice out of the heavens, saying, ® This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

1Isa. 40:3. 2Or, for baptism. *Or, your repentance. ‘Or, 
with. °Gr., sufficient. ®Or, me. 7Some ancient authorities 
omit unto him. *®Or, This is my Son; my beloved in whom 

I am well pleased. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Lord.” Israel had waited expectantly 
for the Messiah for centuries, but they 
wefe not ready to receive him. They 
needed that preparation of heart which 
comes from honestly facing one’s sins 
before God. 


Verse 4—“‘His raiment ... and his 
meat.” Elijah-like, John appeared in 
wilderness garb and subsisted on wil- 
derness fare. He was a man of the great 
open places, whose manner of living 
added to the force of his words. 

Verse 6—“Baptized .. confessing 
their sins.” Baptism in itself was not 
an act of merit. It was meant to imply 
that the baptized person owned that his 
just desert was judgment because of 
his sins. 


a create eee re et 
I at 


formally to open to Him the door into 
the sheepfold (John 10:2, 3) by baptiz- 
ing and acknowledging Him 4s the 
Anointed of God. 

But time can never dim the luster that 
belongs to him as the forerunner of 


ee 


Verse 2.—‘Repent ye.” John’s mes- 
sage was a call to self-judgment. He 
urged the people to take sides with God 
against themselves. . Repentance is a 
complete change of attitude. 


Verse 3.—“‘Prepare ye the way of the 


. 
tN ret ee 


Verse 7.—‘O generation of vipers.” 
John’s strong language was because of 
the hypocrisy of these religious formal- 
ists, who by their hidden wickedness 
proclaimed themselves children of the 
evil one. 
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Lesson for October 8 


Verse 8.—“Fruits meet for repentance.” 
While good works have no value so far 
as procuring salvation is concerned, the 
truly repentant one shows by a new life 
the reality of his profession by turning 
to God and away from his iniquities. 


Verse 9.—“We have Abraham to our 
father.” It is a common thing for un- 
spiritual religionists to rest upon and\ 
glory in the piety of their forefathers. 
But. unless the same faith that was in 
them is found in us, our glorying. is 
vain. God who made man from the dust 
of the earth could raise up children of 
faith from stones if h¢ so willed. 


Verse 10.—“The axe is laid unto the 
root of the trees.” Too often in our 
days the ax is laid to the fruit of the 
tree. But-it is the root that is wrong. 
There must be a new man if there 
would be fruit for God. 


Verse 11.—“I indeed baptize you with 
water.’ The outward symbol was for 
those who professed sincere repentance 
toward God and who cast themselves 
upon his mercy as needy, helpless sin- 
ners. Christ should come and he would 
baptize with, or in, the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 


Verse 12.—“Gather his wheat ... burn 
up the chaff.” The wheat are the chil- 
dren of the Kingdom (Matt. 13:38). They 
are the ones who were to be baptized 
in the Holy Spirit. The chaff are the 
evildoers who will be baptized in the fire 
of judgment. 


Verse 13.—“Jesus ... to be baptized 
of him.” He who was to take the sin- 
ner’s place came to be baptized of John, 
that he might thereby be identified with 
sinners for whom he was to lay down his 
life. 

Verse 14—“John forbad him.” To the 
Baptist it seemed out of keeping that the 
sinless One should submit to a baptism 
of repentance for the remission of sins. 
He felt his own need rather to be bap- 
tized of Jesus. 


Verse 15.—“Thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness.” It is as though 
Jesus said, “I wish to submit to this as 
a pledge that I have come to fulfill every 
righteous demand of the throne of God 
on behalf of sinful men.” 


Verse 17—“My beloved Son.” The 
Father ever found his joy in Jesus. and 
gladly testified to his matchless perfec- 
tion. In him God found all his delight. 


The Heart of the Lesson j 

The special ministry of John the Bap- 
tist was the calling of the people of 
Israel to repentance. He “came... in 
the way of righteousness,” to emphasize 
God’s holy and just demands of his 
creatures and to insist that only the self- 
judged sinner is fit for the presence of 
the Lord. Such a ministry is needed 
greatly today when men have lost, in 
large measure, the sense of the sinfulness 
of sin, It is useless preaching the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God to men who 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a.copy, or $1 a dozen. 


2. October 8.—The Forerunner of the 


pA an MS ae 
3. October 15.—The Temptation of Jesus. 
Matthew 4 


4. October 22.—The Citizens of the King- 


NS io 5S ohctegs psuia'e vo pe Matthew 5:1-16- 


5. October 29.—Beverage Adcohol and 
Social Progress (International Tem- 
perance -Sunday). Micah 2:9-11; 
Luke 21:29-31, 34-36; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

6. November 5.—Righteousness in the 
Kingdom (For Armistice Sunday). 

: Matthew 5:17 to 6:18 

7. November .12.—Putting God’s King- 


Co ey. See Matthew 6:19-34 
8. November 19.—Warnings and Prom- 
EEC Der nee 1° SS SS Matthew 7 
9. November 26.—The Works of the 
| Ea | Matthew 8 and 9 
10. December 3.—Spreading the Good ; 
BS: S.vkape8' a avescs o de nwrenes Matthew 10 








have no realization of their need of that 
grace. Only when the soul is awakened 
to see its uncleanness and unrighteous- 
ness in the eye of a holy God will there 
be the cry, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” 


Lesson Outlines 


THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
To JESUS 


1. The Perfect One (Matt. 3:14). No 
need of repentance. 

2. The Pre-existent One (John 1:30). 
“He was before me.” 

3. The Preferred One (John 1:27). 

4. The Lord (Jehovah) (John 1:23). 

5. The Lamb of God, the Sin-Bearer 
(John 1:29). — 

6. The Baptizer in the Holy Spirit — 
Grace (Matt. 3:11). 

7. The Judge who baptizes in fire — 
Judgment (Matt. 3:11) 

8. The Son of God (John 1:34). 


Tue BaprTisM OF JOHN 

1. Unto Repentance (Matt. 3:11). 

2. Linked with Confession of Sin 
(Matt. 3:6). 

3. To Prepare a People to Receive the 
Christ (John 1:31). 

4. Contrasted with the Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit (Mark 1:8). 

5. Superseded by Christian Baptism 
(Acis 19:4, 5). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Repentance. Throughout the Word of 
God repentance is insisted on as the only 
right attitude for a sinner to take in his 
approach te God. It is not simply sorrow 
for sin committed, nor reformation of 
life, nor an attempt to make restitution 
for wrong done, though all these ele- 
ments may be involved in it. But re- 
pentance is deeper than all of these. It 
is a complete inward change of mind 
and a new attitude taken toward sin, 
self, and God. It is produced by the 
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Holy Spirit through the Word, applied 
in power to the heart and conscience 
of the sinner. - 


Jesus, the Baptizer in the Holy Spirit 
and Fire. Nothing could emphasize our 
Lord’s deity more than John’s declara- 
tion regarding him and this twofold 
baptism. Imagine a creature baptizing 
in the Holy Spirit. Only one who is 
himself divine could do this. And on 
Pentecost Peter unhesitatingly declares 
it was he who sent the Spirit (Acts 2: 
33). He it is who will consign the im- 
penitent to the fire of everlasting pun- 
ishment (Matt. 25:41). This is not to 
be confounded with the cleansing effi- 
cacy of the Holy. Spirit, nor with the 
tongues “like as of fire” which appeared 
at Pentecost. “He will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire” is placed 
in direct contrast with gathering the 
“wheat into the garner” (Matt. 3:12). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


If we have already professed faith: in 
and subjection to Christ, are we bring- 
ing forth fruits that evidence sincere 
repentance in our lives? 


Do we rest upon our connection with 
historical Christianity as the Pharisees 
boasted of their descent from Abraham, 
or do we know the power of God in sav- 
ing and keeping grace? 


Have we given up all pretension to 
righteousness in ourselves and put our 
sole trust in him who has, in grace, “ful- 
filled all righteousness” on our behalf 
by giving himself a ransom for our 
souls? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

John “came ... in the way of right- 
eousness” (Matt 21:32), that is, calling 
the nation to face the question of their 
unrighteousness honestly before God. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is the sphere 
on earth where Heaven’s authority is 
owned and recognized. 

It was not alone what John preached, 
but what he actually was, that gave peo- 
ple confidence in his message. 

The Pharisees were the orthodox party 
in Israel, and the Sadducees the heter- 
odox group (Acts 23:8), but both alike 
rested upon their own fancied righteous- 
ness and so saw no need to repent (Rom. 
10:3). 

To lay the ax to the root of the tree 
implies the utter condemnation of the 
natural man and suggests the positive 
need of new birth. 

Turning from certain evil habits and 
trying to live in a more orderly way is 
not the same thing as repentance toward 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Three times God spoke from Heaven 
to declare the Father’s* delight in his 
Son: at his baptism, on the mount of 
transfiguration (2 Pet. 1:17, 18), and 
when the Greeks came inquiring for 
Jesus (John 12:28). 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT was the scene of John the Bap- 
tist’s ministry? 

2. What was the special nature of his mes- 
sage? 
3. What is the meaning of repentance? 


4. Why did John rebuke the religious 
leaders so sternly? 


5. What did John’s baptism imply? 
6. Who are the true children of Abraham? 


7. In what way was the baptism Jesus 
was, to bring contrasted with that of John? 


8. What is the baptism in the Holy Spirit, 
and what does it accomplish? 


9. What is the baptism of fire? 


10. How did Jesus fulfill all righteous- 
néss? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the -lesson questions are 
given on page 649 of this ‘issue. 


r 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet_explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in’ stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good _ illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by _ the 
editors, whi might otherwise be. available. 


Nllustrations must reach The Sunday School 
es three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Convicted.—Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight (Golden 
Text). The night was dark, the road 
a lonely one. A man-‘named Kline, lying 
in wait for one whom he believed to 
be his enemy, and whom he decided to 
kill, was startled to hear the voices of 
several children raised in singing. They 
were returning home after having prac- 
ticed some hymns at their Sunday 
school. And what were they singing? 
The guilty conscience heard, “Jesus died 
for Auld Man Kline, and: Jesus died 
for me.” Terror-stricken, he fled to his 
home. The next time there was a Gos- 
pel meeting held he was present, and 
before long was able to sing with the 
children, “Jesus died for all mankind, 
and Jesus died for me.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Josephine 
A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


When Kepairing Won’t Do.—Repent ye 
(Matt. 3:2). While waiting in the studio 
of a broadcasting station in Cleveland 
an advertiser’s voice was heard through 
the loud speaker announcing: “If you 
need anything in watch repairing go 
to ——,” and a certain firm name was 
mentioned. One of the employees looked 
up and. exclaimed, “I need no watch 
repairing; what I need is a watch.” It 
furnished me with an excellent text. 
What the unsaved man needs is not a 
repairing of his life. He needs a new 
life altogether, which comes only 
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through a second birth. Reformation 
is like watch repairing. Repentance is 
like the recognition of the lack of a 
watch.—From H. A. Ironside, in “Ex- 
cept Ye Repent.” Sent by H. C. Mateer, 
Charlton Station, Ont.,- Can. 


“Soundness.”—When he saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees come to 
his baptism, he said unto them, O gen- 
eration of vipers (v. 7). McLaren of 
Manchester tells that he once heard of 
aman of ‘very shady character but who 
was sound on the atonement. “What,” 
he asks, “is the use of being sound on 
the atonement if the atonement does not 
make you sound?”—From the Prophetic 
News. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


Aristocratic Vipers.—O generation of 
vipers (v. 7). It is related of John Wes- 
ley that, preaching to an audience of 
courtiers and noblemen, he used the 
“generation of vipers” text, and flung 
denunciations right and left. “That ser- 
mon should have been preached at New- 
gate,” said a displeased courtier to Wes- 
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ley on passing out. “No,”-said the fear- 
less apostle; “my text there would have 
been, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.’ ”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Real Repentance and Faith—Bring 
forth therefore fruits meet for repent- 
ance (v. 8). Congo News tells of a very 
old woman who was being examined re- 
cently by the native pastor for baptism, 
and showed by her testimony that she 
fully understood the plan of salvation. 
When the day for baptism arrived, the 
old lady hesitated’ at the church door 
and said that she must go and fetch 
something from her house. When she 
came back, she walked right to the front 
of the church, laid:a small fetish on the 
ground, and then quietly took her place 
with the other women. Serious looks 
were on every face, for they all knew 
that the “medicine” she had put there 
was “lightning medicine,” the last that 
any of them is willing to give up. Her 
father had been killed by lightning years 
before, and never had she been without 


GIVE THEM THE AX 





“i” 
Wiis, % 


‘ 
Wj 0/ 
Nin a. 


“The faith 
which was 
once delivered 
unto saints. 


© 








Kou When the on of man cometh, 


Not if these parasites can strangle it. 


hug, fee 


he find (the) jaith on the earth? 


a 





Ir: 2 -'3? 





*Greek 


Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
with a display frame, may be had for $5.20; without frame, $4. Orders should be sent to the 
Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 388, Findlay, Ohio. 





Lesson. for October 8 


her fétish to protect her from the same 
fate. Having found Jesus as her Lord 
and Saviour, she was willing to trust 
him for alk—From Alliance Weekly. 
Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 


Dead Trees.—And now also the axe is 
laid unto the root of the trees (v. 10). 
One day a man who had a Christian 
wife, but who himself was opposed to 
Christianity, left home for the woods to 
fell trees. As he glanced around before 
commencing, he noticed one tree dead 
and dry, with its leafless branches: ex- 
tending into the air, and he said to him- 
self, “That tree I will cut down, for it is 
déad and dry, and fit.only to be burned.” 
The moment he arrived at that conclu- 
sion the question flashed into his mind, 
“Am I not a dead tree, fit only to burn?” 
He tried his utmost to banish this un- 
pleasant thought, but it was an arrow 
from the quiver of the Almighty. He 
approached the tree and struck a few 
blows with the ax, but still the thought 
rankled in his heart, “Will God ever say 
of me, ‘Cut it down; why cumbereth it 
the ground’?” He plied his ax with in- 
creasing vigor, but every blow seemed 
tq deepen the conviction of his own spir- 
itual deadness and awful destiny. Event- 
ually these thoughts became so unbear- 
able that he shouldered his ax, returned 
home, and went direct to his room. There 
he fell upon his knees before God, and 
with a penitent and broken heart sought 
forgiveness through Christ—From The 
Dawn. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, 
Minn. Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lessons—Our Father, 
thou didst open the way by his forerunner 
for thine only begotten Son, our Saviour, as 
he moved forward on his divine mission. How 
graciously the Lord Jesus yielded himself to 
the baptism which was in the fulfillment of 
all righteousness! He the sinless one was in 
that very hour verified by the Father. What 
a privilege came to John as he baptized him 
who would baptize with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire! May we do what we may, in such 
ways as thou, Lord Jesus, mayest show to 
us, to make thy paths straight in this tangled 


\ world. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Look along the 
crowded street in any Oriental city. 
What crowds! What jostling, and chat- 
tering, what unresting motion! Then 
along comes a man, shouting and waving, 
to clear the way for a carriage or a 
ear right behind him. Yes, that man 
is a forerunner, a familiar type of citi- 
zen in the East. When John the Baptist 
came, to call folks to prepare the way 
of the Lord, their thought would be 
turned toward the One whom he would 
be announcing. There is One for whom 
you and I can be forerunners today. So 
many in the crowd do not know him! 
So many around us pay no attention to 
him! Well, there is plainly a work for 
us to do who know him, and love him, 
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our Saviour and Lord. Shall we be far 
more faithful than we have been in help- 
ing to make his way straight into the 
hearts of others? Who is the next one 
to whom you will speak about him? 
Think and pray about the answer. Let 
us pray now. 
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‘The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


What Side We Are On.—Baptized 
. confessing their sins (Matt. 3:6). One 

of the great needs of both individuals 
and nations is to have them to know 
they have sins to confess. Suppose you 
try to accuse one of the self-righteous 
of certain sins, and see what happens! 
How about pride? And envy? And 
hate? And revenge (getting even)? 
And lying? 

The Scriptures tell us, “All have sin- 
ned,” and “hath concluded all under 
sin” (Rom. 3:23; Gal. 3:22). And we do 
not need Paul to tell us.: Our news- 
papers put on an exhibition day by 
day. Things are not so happy in what 
we like to call “God’s Country.” 

I have all these recent years been con- 
tending with voice and pen that what 
this country needs is not “a place to 
park the car” or “a good five cent cigar,” 
but a John the Baptist who shall awaken 
the people and bring Uncle Sam to his 
knees. ; 
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In the depression of 1932 I wrote an 
essay telling how the country got out of 
the “panics” (what we called them then) 
of 1837, 1857, 1873, 1892, 1907, and 1920. 

I have suggested to the President that 
he call the nation to a day of fasting 
and prayer. None would fast and only 
the usual Thanksgiving Day groups 
would gather for prayer, but it would 
be a gesture, like Hannah of Gettysburz 
I have told about before. That new 
subscriber has never heard it. Besidt:, 
a good story, like a good song, is al- 
ways welcome. The older, often, th. 
better. 

When General Lee and his army were 
advancing up the Chambersburg Road 
to Gettysburg, a little “Pennsylvania 
Dutch” woman named Hannah grabbed 
her poker and started down the pike 
to meet the coming enemy. Well, noth- 
ing happened. The great three-day bat- 
tle was fought. 

Some time after the war the women of 
Gettysburg: were having one of their 
old-time quilting parties, and Little 
Dutch Hannah was there. The quilters 
were having some fun teasing Hannah. 
Said Mrs. Herr, the banker’s wife: “Why, 
Hannah, you were ab-so-lute-ly ree-dic- 

u-lous! What in the world did you éx- 
pect to do against that great army with 
only an old stove poker?” 

“Vell, Mrs. Herr,” replied Benndls ‘T 
reckon I didn’t ’spect to do noddings yet 
a’ready; but say, folks, I LET ’EM 


KNOW VAT SIDE I VAS ON, DIDN’T 
+ sag 


Cutting Out.—The axe is laid unto the 
root of the trees (v. 10). The laying of 
the ax to the tree is one of the véty 
oldest of the human occupations. It 
was the only certain way of obtaining 
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fuel in that day, and even in this day 
where there is neither coal nor oil. 

For most trees, and probably for all 
trees John knew, to cut down a tree 
was the end of it as a tree. In this 
country there are trees like the chest- 
nut which, when cut down or spoiled by 
the “blight,” will sprout up again. 

There are certain sins, the roots of 
which if not entirely destroyed will send 
up new sprouts. Probably John knew 
trees like this in his “wilderness,” and 
he doubtless thought of these when he 
spoke of going for the roots with the ax. 
The sin of covetousness, for example. 
John was getting “to the root of the mat- 
ter,” in his preparing the way for the 
Lord. 

All of us can be in no healthier busi- 
ness than to take the ax of our con- 
science and, dressing it good and sharp 
on the grindstone of faith, go to cutting 
out those “trees” bearing sins that grow 
upon our faulty premises (Neh. 13:9; 
Isa. 64:4). 

I have just read in the morning news- 
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paper that the former Emperor William 
of Germany had been distributing the 
product of his sharp ax at Doorn in 
Holland to the neighboring people. This 
is laying the ax to the tree to some pur- 
pose. I want to ask if you do not think 


with me this is an ideal way for the. 


rich man to take his exercise. 

Skinning the cat in a gym, hiking over 
the countryside and knocking a little 
white ball over the landscape is good 
exercise for the man, but it does not 
boil any potatoes or toast any shins! 

John the Baptist was an out-of-doors 
man and used the metaphors of his daily 
life. His principal tool would be his 
ax. It was probably of tempered bronze 
and an expensive and prized possession. 
John was using his valuable ax to tell 
the people (and us) we must cut sin 
out in order to prepare for the Christ 
who was to come and change their lives. 

And this goes for the present day. 
Repent, and take your ax and go to the 
cutting out! 


Just a Pleasing Thought—A_ voice 
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased (v. 17). 
For years there have been many things 
in the Bible which were hard for us to 
grasp fully. Modern discoveries have 
made it much easier. 

We have found from excavations made 
by the University of Pennsylvania and 
the British Museum at Ur why God 
called Abram out to form a new nation. 


At Ur was a high civilization which was . 


old in Abram’s time. But it was cursed 
with human sacrifices. The “Darkest 
Africa” red sunsets, which Dan Craw- 
ford found, were the “descendants” of 


_that particular hellishness of the Devil 


(Gen. 11:31). (The “Red Sunset” was 
the murder of the many hundred wives 
of the dead chief to go with him into the 
other world.) 

In the matter of the “voice from 
heaven” it has been discovered there are 
“ether waves” upon which sounds travel. 
When the great electrical scientist, Dr. 
Charles Steinmetz, of the General Elec- 
tric Company was asked whai these 
ether waves are, he replied: 

“I do not know. No one knows but 
God. We only know that when words, 
or sounds, or music are put. on the air 
in some distant city, no matter how 
far away, we can sit comfortably in our 
homes and, by simply turning a knob, 
hear great artists and orators just as 
distinctly as though present.” 

I said to the Chief Engineer of the 
American Telegraph and Telephone 
Company, “If the Man in the Moon had 
a receiving set could he get the Earth?” 

“He certainly could,” replied Dr. 
Carthy. 

The astronomers tell us that away out 
yonder in the Beyond is a heavenly ;body 
they call “Antaries,” which is- 400,000,000 
miles in diameter. Four times as large 
as the distance from the earth to the 
sun. Can you grasp the size of it? 
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Why cannot God’s dwelling place well 
be on such a heavenly body? God could 
speak and his voice come to the Jordan 
on one of his mysterious “ether waves.” 
We are told that God’s eyes are upon his 
world and the ways of men (Psa. 139: 
1-10; Acts 17:27, 28). 

This is not an attempt to explain the 
mystery of things religious by the mar- 
vels of scientific discovery. It is just 
one fellow’s pleasant fancy. We are 
trained in this small place of the little 
8,000 miles world for a large place in 
the big 400,000,000 miles world (Psa. 19: 
1-3). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The man who was a “per- 
fect fit’ in God’s plan. 

Discussion: In what ways may a fel- 
low be a misfit” in God’s plan today? 
Objective: Finding one’s place ‘in ~ 
God’s plan, and staying there. 











AY, fellows, John the Baptist ranks 

very high in the “Who’s Who” of 
the Scriptures— perhaps the highest of 
all mere men, considering what is said 
of him and by whom it.was said. He 
was lauded by “an angel of the Lord” 
(Luke 1:13-17) as no other man ever 
was; he was heralded by the prophet 
Isaiah as the “voice” that would pre- 
pare the way of the Lord (isa. 40:3); 
all four of the Gospel writers did him 
honor, citing his acts and quoting his 
words; the Lord, himself, paid his high- 
est tribute of all to John, saying, “Verily 
I say unto you, Among them that are 
born of women there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist” (Matt. 
E33), 

Fellows, John had to be something of 
a man to have such as that spoken of 
him by those who spoke. He worked no 
miracles (John 10:41), but the record 
shows that he _ practiced. self-denial 
(Matt. 3:4), that he was a man of great 
courage (Matt. 3:7; 14:4), that he obeyed 
his Lord when it was very much against 
his inclinations (Matt. 3:14, 15), that he 
was a great preacher (Mark 1:4, 5), and 
of great humility (Mark 1:7; John 1: 
19-23), a holy man (Mark 6:20), and of 
great zeal (John 5:35). Finally, he suf- 
fered martyrdom (Matt. 14:10). John 
goes down in history as the one supreme 
Announcer — for he proclaimed the com- 
ing, the character, and the mission of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and God com- 
missioned him for that exalted service. 

When God was ready to give the world 
this transcendent announcement, he did 
not entrust it to Cesar the emperor of 
Rome, or to Pilate the governor, or 
Herod the king, or to Caiaphas or Annas 
the high priests; he passed over the 
heads of all these and selected that.pure- * 
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minded, humble, obedient, intrepid man 
of the common people, John the Bap- 
tist. “The word of God.came unto John 
the son of Zacharias in the wilderness” 
(Luke 3:1, 2). 

Remember this, fellows, the highest 
service of the Lord does not come to 
one because he is wealthy, or cultured, 
or big and strong. God entrusts his 
treasure to the humble and obedient. 
“To obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 
15: 22). 


WatToGA Park, SEEBERT, W. Va. 
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7 5 . 
This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 646) 
1. In the wilderness of Judza, and the 
lower Jordan valley. 
2. It was a call to repentance. 


-3. Self-judgment, a complete change of 
attitude. 

4. Because of their formalism and hypoc- 
risy. ’ 

5. It was. the acknowledgment that one 
had sinned and deserved death. 

6. Those who turn to God in faith (Gal. 
3:7). 

7. John’s was an outward symbol. 
an inward reality. 


8. It is that act whereby believers are 
made members of Christ and empowered 
for the new life (1 Cor. 12:13; Acts 1:8). 


9. It. is the baptism of judgment to which 
those will be devoted who persist in their 
sins. 

10. By dying in our stead and meeting for 
us every claim of God’s violated law. 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


His is 





How the Lesson is Taught gthis Week 


Give each child a picture of a dove on 
which he may print the Memory Verse. 
A picture of the reputed place of Christ’s 
baptism may help to hold the attention 
while telling the lesson story. 











UST a few months before Christ was 
born in Bethlehem, another baby was 

born who was a cousin of his, John the 
Baptist. We know nothing of his boy- 
hood; we hear nothing more about him 
until he is a man grown, and then he 
appears, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea. He was not a city man. His 
dress was peculiar. His clothes were of 
camel’s hair, and his girdle was leather, 
and he ate strange things—locusts and 
wild honey. 

You know how people run to see or 
hear something new. They were just 
the same then, and so all Jerusalem and 
all Judza went out to hear him preach, 
and to see this strange man. 

And they heard something new. He 
cried out to them to repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. Many 
people did repent of their sins and were 
baptized by John in the river Jordan. 
People were wondering about him, 
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whether he might be the Messiah they 
were looking for. But John said to them 
that he was not that One who should 
come, that he was not worthy to unloose 
his shoes, but that he was the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, “Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” 

Then one day something wonderful 
happened. As John preached and the 
crowds came, Jesus came to be. bap- 
tized of John. John did not want to do 
it. He said he should be baptized by 
Christ, not Christ by him; but the Lord 
said it must be done, so John and he 
went down into the waters of the Jor- 
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dan, and John baptized him. Then the 





most surprising thing happened. Just as 
Jesus was coming up out of the water, 
the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Jesus in the form of a 
dove, and the Father spoke out: of 
Heaven, saying, “This is my - beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” This 
is our Memory Verse today, so we will 
all print it on the dove we. have. The 
dove is what we call a type of the Holy 
Spirit. 

This ‘lesson is one of the places where 
we have the three Persons of the God- 
head — the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit — all plainly shown. ‘ Though they 
are three Persons, yet they are one God. 
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This is something we cannot explain, 
but we can believe it.. We, too, are a 
trinity, that means having three parts, 
—we have body, soul, and spirit. We 
cannot understand all about ourselves 
either, but we believe we have those three 
parts. We believe many things we can- 
not explain. We believe what God’s 
Word tells us because we know God 
cannot lie. So when some. unbelieving 
person says Jesus Christ is not God, re- 
member this time when the Father says 
Jesus Christ IS the SON of GOD. 
MopesTo, CALIF. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To recognize the Lord Jesus as 
the Son of God, and thus to present him 
to others. 


Activity.—-Visit « a mission school or chil- 
dren’s home where the class may present 
a song and testimony meeting. Refer to 
chart suggestion in last Sunday’s lesson. 

Memory Verse.—“This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased’”’ (Matt. 
3:17). 











6¢E)UT I don’t want to give up my cul- 

ture for such people,” said a woman 
from a large church when she was asked 
to assist in a mission, 

We need not give up culture or re- 
fined manners when we work for the 
Lord, and we can find multitudes of 
Christian workers who prove this fact. 
Today we study John the Baptist, a 
priest of God through his father’s and 
mother’s ancestry (Luke 1:5), whose 
life has been of great value, yet who 
did not practice his priestly office in 
the conventional manner of temple or 
synagogue. Through out-of-doors mes- 
sages he sought to bring a consciousness 
of God to common people, and to bring 
these common people to the heavenly 
Father. We shall view our lesson from 
three angles: 


1. John the Baptist announced the 
coming King, the Son of God. 

2. God the Father introduced his Son 
to the Judzean world. 

3. Believers should magnify Christ 
daily through speech and life. 

JOHN’s TESTIMONY 

“Repent,” cried John. “Turn from 
your sin; humble yourselves; worship 
God, the holy One.” : 

Why? 

“The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
The King is soon to appear.” 

Who heard John’s announcement? (v. 
5.) 

Many of the listeners were sincere in 
their repentance, and accordingly were 
baptized. Others, though, were not sin- 
cere. Curious Pharisees, and Sadducees, 
who had learned of John’s prophecy, 
had come, not to. worship a humble Naz- 
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arene, but to give honor, perhaps, to a 
pompous political conqueror who would 
free them from Roman rule. 

John rebuked this crowd of self-suffi- 
cient religionists severely as he cried: 
“Why don’t you act like repentant sin- 
ners? Being a descendant of Abraham, 
the father of our nation, does not de- 
clare your righteousness in God’s sight 
(vs. 7-12). As fruitless trees are de- 
stroyed, so also, worthless persons will 
be cast aside. Into no unregenerated 
heart will God’s Holy Spirit come.” 

John testified to the people about the 
Lord Jesus Christ: 

1. “He is mightier than I.” Although 
he was. prophet and priest of the wil- 
derness, John was, nevertheless, a sinner 
saved by the grace of the One whom he 
announced. 

2. “Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29). Ever since man lost his close 
fellowship with God in Eden, God had 
been giving object lessons to show man 
how he might return to His heart. Re- 
call: Burnt offerings for sin; manna 
and water in the wilderness; tabernacle 
and Temple, God’s earthly dwelling 
place; ‘priest mediators; prophet mes- 
sengers; kings to lead and protect the 
people. Not alone did Christ take part 
in man’s earthly needs and sufferings. 
He was the supply of all need, the com- 
plement of all former object lessons. 

To the Lord, and in the presence of 
witnesses, John testified, “I have need 
to be baptized of thee.” The King had 
appeared, and the herald gave homage. 


Gop’s TESTIMONY 


Even though Christ, in coming to earth, 
was limited by a body, yet he retained 
his deity, and in this fact is found the 
reason for his sinless life. The man of 
Galilee must have appeared scarcely dif- 
ferent from the men who watched as 
John took him into the River Jordan. 
But as he came out God gave this tes- 
timony: 

1. “The heavens were opened,” and the 
people got a glimpse of heavenly glory. 

2. “The Spirit of God . . . like a dove,” 
gently and quietly descended until the 
glory shone like a flood light upon the 
Lord. 

3. “Lo a voice.” The Creator broad- 
cast a message to the Jordan River audi- 
ence that day. “This is my Son—the 
Beloved” (Scofield Reference Bible 
note). God who “spared not his own 
Son” was not going to leave folks in 
darkness regarding his whereabouts. 
Jesus may have seemed like an ordi- 
nary human being before baptism, but 
through God’s testimony he was intro- 
duced as the mightier One than John — 
as God the Son. (This title may be used 
on the chart under the heading, “King.”) 


Our TESTIMONY 


First, our hearts must be prepared for 
the King. Recall the three phases of 
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repentance: -(1) turn from sin; (2) hum- 
ble yourself; (3) worship the holy One. 

Second, we must care enough about 
others to let them hear the good news 
of eternal love. Because John cared, he 
told of a Kingdom “at hand” which is 
incomparably superior to earthly gov- 
ernments. He told of a King who would 
select only the choicest of citizens, 
cleansed and forgiven ones. Within 
these citizens, John prophesied, the King 
would incorporate his own Holy Spirit 
to replace human sinful natures. 

Third, yet fundamental, we must know 
the King. A salesman would not make 
much headway without a knowledge of 
the excellence of his wares. A heavenly 
witness will not make much progress 
unless she knows the worthiness of her 
Lord. 

Girls, practice your witnessing by tell- 
ing him, as John did, that you have need 
of him, and then adore him as the God- 
sent Son. 

Next week we shall learn how the 
King conquered Satan, the subtle enemy 
of mankind. Memorize Hebrews 4:14, 
15. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


“By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 15. What Shall We Do When Trouble 
Comes? John 14:1; 1 Pet. 5:6-11. 





Sunday, October 8 


Influencing Others for Christ 
(John 1:35-45) « 





Mon.—Contact with Christ (Acts 4:13, 
14). 

Tues.—Condescension for Christ (1 Cor. 
9:19-23). 

Wed.—Confessing or denying? (Matt. 10: 
32, 33). 

Thurs.—Converting the sinner (Jas. 5:19, 
20). 

Fri.—Compelling them to come (Luke 
14:16-24). 

Sat.—Constellation of honor (Dan. 12:2, 
3). 











T IS told that in a village lived a godly 

man, who, each Sunday, passed the 
home of the village blacksmith three 
times on his way to church. The smith 
was a violent character, and often he 
would come out of his house just to 
revile and curse the other man for his 
piety. 

But one day the blacksmith came to 
church, and, when the invitation was 
given to accept Christ he came to the 
front and was soundly converted. When 
asked what had brought about his change 
of heart, he replied: 

“I could not stand Mr. A——’s pass- 
ing my house each Sunday. Something 
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about him condemned me. I tried to 
throw it off in curses and slurs, but he 
kept right on passing each Sunday, and 
I just had to come and settle this thing 
with God.” 

4 


We little realize how much the routine 
things we do every day influence others. 
Dr. Griffith Thomas used to say, “What 
this old world needs is not more talkers, 
but more walkers.” If our daily walk 
is Christlike, some will be influenced for 
Christ and be made hungry for him. 
If our walk is not Christlike, then our 
words will carry little weight, even 
though they may be Scriptural and true. 

A noted Bible teacher once said that 
he would never forget an early incident 
in his Christian experience. He had 
been speaking to an intimate friend 
about accepting Christ, when his friend 
said: “Why, Bob, I shall have to stop 
doing some of the things you are doing 
before I can accept Christ.” 

Is it possible that your influence for 
Christ is ineffective because of certain 
practices or habits in your life? 


Have you ever considered the place 
that letter writing may have in winning 
others for Christ? Just think for a 
moment what a loss it would have been 
to the Christian Church not to have had 
the Spirit-filled letters of Paul, Peter, 
James, and John. While our letters can- 
not be inspired in the peculiar sense that 
theirs were, nevertheless God can direct 
our letter writing and use our letters 
to influence others if we will let him. 

How often do you tell a distant friend 
of some special blessing God has sent 
to you, or what treasures you are find- 
ing in his Word? You would not hesi- 
tate to tell in glowing terms of some 
new acquaintance or of a new book. 
Why not include the best Friend, and 
the Book of books? 

5-4 

We can influence others for Christ by 
prayer. We may not understand all the 
mysteries of intercessory prayer, but we 
can in confidence ask God for the sal- 
vation of our friends, knowing that it 
is his will that none should perish (1 
Pet. 3:9). 

se 


It is possible to influence others for 
Christ by handing out tracts, Christian 
books, and other such literature. Many 
will read in the quiet of their own 
room what they will not listen to on 
the street. But be sure to know your- 
self what you are handing out, and ask 
God for clear guidance as to the per- 
son to whom you should hand such lit- 
erature. Expect his definite direction 
here, just as in speaking to another about 
Christ. 

7 

But none of these ways of influencing 
others can be substituted for personal 
conversation, if God gives the oppor- 
tunity. The Lord Jesus, as far as we 
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know, never wrote a letter or handed 
out a pamphlet, or invited anyone to 
hear a sermon. But he did deal di- 
rectly with men and women, individ- 
ually. : 

One Christian man wears a little but- 
ton bearing a red question mark. 
Scarcely a-day passes that some one does 
not ask him what that button means. 
He answers, “The question is, ‘Where 
will you spend eternity?’” Invariably 
this ‘gives an opening for telling about 
God’s plan of salvation. 

Nothing can take the place of a God- 
planned, God-directed, God-empowered 
heart-to-heart talk about the Lord Jesus. 
Are you letting him use you to influence 
others in this way, too? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


” lust As | Am” 


(An editorial from the second page) 


Some twelve years before it was writ- 
ten, the Swiss preacher, Dr. Caesar 
Malan, was visiting at her home. He 
asked Charlotte, “Are you an experi- 
mental Christian?” She resented the 
question and said she did not care to 
discuss it, whereupon Dr. Malan gra- 
ciously said he did not wish to offend, 
but that he would pray that she might 
find Christ and be used in his service. 

Charlotte could not get away from 
the impression Dr. Malan’s words made, 
and a little later she apologized for the 
abrupt. answer she had given and re- 
vealed the troubled ‘state of her soul. 
“I don’t know how to find Christ,” she 
said, “and I want you to help me.” In 
his reply he said, “Come to him just 
as you are.” That was the word she 
needed, and she came, found peace, and 
later echoed Dr. Malan’s illuminating 
words through her hymn across the 
whole wide world. 

That Christ does invite us to come to 
him as we are is evident in his story 
of the Prodigal Son. He returned to 
his father as he was, rags and all. And, 
to put it beyond all shadow of a doubt, 
we have Christ’s word, placed at the 
head of this hymn when first it was 
printed, “Him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out” (Jchn 6:37). 

The backslider as well as the uncon- 
verted may need this assurance. To 
have been long far from God makes us 
doubt finding the mercy we need with 
him. To have fallen from the high 
and holy privileges of fellowship with 
Christ may mean, on awakening, a 
deeper sense of sin than was ours at 
conversion. But the very moment the 
backslider knows his guilt he should re- 
turn to Christ, just as he is. “I feel,” 
wrote Murray McCheyne, “when I have 
sinned,.an immediate reluctance to go 
to Christ. I am ashamed to go. .I feel 
as though it would do no good, as if it 
were making Christ a minister of sin to 
go straight from the swine trough to the 
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best robe. But there is neither peace nor 
safety from’ deeper sin but in going 
directly to the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
is God’s way of peace and holiness. It 
is folly to the world and to the beclouded 
heart, but it is the way.” 


Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve, 


Observe further that this hymn not 
only invites us to come to Christ as we 
are, but tells why we are to come as we 
are. 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that thy blood was shed for me, 


And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come ! 


Coming as we are; we have nought. of 
our own to plead, but we can and should 
plead the shed blood of Christ. The 
divinely revealed meaning of his death 
is that Christ was wounded for my trans- 
gressions, bruised for my iniquities, that 
by his stripes I might be healed (Isa. 
53:5). We may come as we are because 
Calvary answers for what we are. 

But more, we may come because we 
are bidden to come. To all who labor 
to find peace, to all who struggle to_es- 
cape a burdening sense of guilt come 
the words of the Saviour, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 
11:28). And from his lips we have also 
the word, “Him that cometh unto me 
I will in nowise cast out.” Then why 
delay? Heed his invitation, believe his 
pledged word, and tell him: 


Because thy promise, I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come ! 


And now let us note that this hymn 
that bids us to come as we are, forbids 
us to stay as we are. For it teaches us 
to say: ; 


Now to be thine, yea thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come ! 


Let sinners come to Christ just as.they 
are, and not remain as they are. Has 
he not said, “If any man _ will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me”? (Matt. 
16:24.) Can that be a real coming to 
Christ that is not followed. by a coming 
after him in self-denying discipleship? 
The truly penitent soul finding pardon 
and peace in Christ will have’ no heart 
for turning back to the old self-ruled 
life. Rather will his grateful love make 
it a joy to “take up his cross” and follow 
his Lord. 

We come as we are to Christ, in: all 
our sin and guilt. We are not to remain 
what we have been, but rather, hence- 
forth, to be his and his alone. Let us 
test ourselves by that, and if a hollow 
profession is revealed, let us seek till we 
find the real thing. 

“Are you an experimental Christian?” 
Let Dr. Malan’s question be faced by 
each one of us. Like Charlotte Elliott 
before her conversion, we may be but 
nominal Christians. Blessed with Chris- 
tian surroundings and upbringing, con- 
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forming outwardly to Christian ethics, 
participating in the externals of church 
membership. and Christian worship, we 
may yet fail to know in personal ex- 
perience ‘the joy of sins forgiven, of 
peace with God, and hope of heaven. 

Mr. A. Lindsay Glegg, a British evan- 
gelical leader, was, as a young man, 
prominent in church activities without 
knowing salvation. But at a prayer 
meeting for men in a Keswick gathering, 
as the men sang “Take me as I am, my 
only plea Christ died for me,” he took 
all his good.deeds and cast them over- 
board to trust. Christ and him alone. 
And that is just what some of us need 
to do to become “experimental Chris- 
tians,” J . 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 


Yea, all I need, in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come! 


Effectual Prayer for Revival 


- “I set my face unto the Lord God 
... I prayed and made confession” 
(Dan. 9:3). 


F YOU are seeking the spiritual re- 

newal of the Church, you will do well 
to follow the general lines of Daniel’s 
effectual prayer. In this model prayer, 
you will find seven essentials of revival 
prayer. Note these characteristics: 


‘ f Daniel based his prayer for re- 
vival upon the Word of God. He 





“understood by the books” that the 


time for God’s favor had arrived. /We, 
too, must order our intercessions for the 
_ revival “according to the Scriptures.” 
The holy prayers of Christ and Paul 
must guide us in praying for the 
Church’s spiritual welfare. Evangel- 
ical prayers found in the Epistles, and 
the Lord’s desires in the seven mes- 
sages to the churches in the Revela- 
tion furnish our “Thus saith the Lord” 
for revival prayers. Pray according to 
the prayers and letters, and you will 
pray Scripturally. 

2. Daniel’s revival prayer was full 
of confession of sin. He said: “We 
have sinned . . . committed iniquity 
. have done wickedly ... de- 
parted from thy precepts .. . neither 
have we hearkened unto thy servants.” 
Similar confessions should be made as 
we pray for the Church. Contrition is 
the very spirit of revival. Acknowl- 
edge transgressions and sins as you 
pray for the’ Church. 

3. Daniel presented his prayer to 
God in sincere humility. Lowliness of 
mind befits prayer for God’s favor to 
his people. The greater the Church’s 
guilt in sinning the greater the reason 
for humiliation in intercession. Re- 
vival prayer should be humble prayer. 

4. Daniel’s revival prayer was an 
urgent plea for divine mercy. Divine 
justice excludes hope of salvation or 
revival. - Upon the basis of mercy alone 
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our hopes can be realized. The Church, 
as Israel, needs. God’s..mercy. “His 
mercy endurth forever.” 


5. Daniel’s revival prayer laid great 
emphasis. upon. the. righteousness of 
God. Man’s. will cannot save. The 
Law cannot justify. But Christ, who 
fulfilled the Law, and made it honor- 
able, is our righteousness, and he is 
our hope of spiritual recovery. He 
who gives chastisement in righteous- 
ness “is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of love.” God’s 
justice is our anchorage in prayer. His 
justice and truth enable us to say what 
he will do (1 Thess. 5:24). 

6. Daniel’s prayer made much of the 
need for revival. Israel had become a 
“reproach” and the house of God was 
“desolate.” When the general need for 
forgiveness is overwhelming, and we 
plead in prayer for the Lord’s sake, the 
Church’s sake and for the world’s sake 
for revival, we are making a mighty 
appeal to the heart of God. 


7. Daniel’s' prayer was answered. 
The prayer of a righteous man, based 
upon the Scriptures and for God’s 
glory, will be answered. Continue to 
offer humble, sacrificial, persevering, 
whole-hearted prayer for revival. Such 
prayers, because of the efficacy of the 
blood and prayers of Christ, must find 
an answer. Pray on and on for the 
Church, as Daniel prayed for Israel, 
and God will soon give you praises 
for answered prayer. 


Are you praying after Daniel’s good 
example? Do you pray with confession 
and humility for divine mercy in keep- 
ing with the character of God? Do you 
plead the promises? 

Will you in union with intercessors for 
revival “set your face unto the Lord 
God” for the revival of the true Church? 
From the Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 N. La Salle Street, Chicago. 


Did Dr. Scofield 
Quote Augustine Correctly ? 
(Continued from page 643) 


thyself, and our heart is restless, until 
it repose in thee.” 

The Ontario reader’s inquiry was re- 
ferred by the editors to. Robert R. 
Fritsch, D.D., Professor of English Bible 
at Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pa., 
and his illuminating reply, in part, is as 
follows: 

“Augustine in his ‘De adulterinis con- 
jugiis’ 2:7 says [for the translation, see 
below]: ‘Hoc infidelium sensus exhor- 
ret, ita ut nunnulli modicae vel potius 
inimici verae fidei, credo, metuentes pec- 
candi impunitatem dari mulieribus suis, 
illud quod de adulterae indulgentia Do- 
minus fecit, auferrent de codicibus suis, 
quasi permissionem peccandi tribuerit, 
qui dixit: “Deinceps noli peccare.”’ 

“I quote this from Lange, Commentary 
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on the Gospel of St. John, translated by 
Philip Schaff (Scribners, 1871), p..270. 

“His thought is that some may have 
considered Jesus to have been too lenient 
in this case, so that they removed from 
their texts this passage, fearing that their 
wives might find in it license to sin 
without fear of punishment. A transla- 
tion of the Latin passage is found on 
p. 154 of Dr. A. C. Gaebelein’s Com- 
mentary on the Gospel of John. 

“Other statements to the same effect 
will be found in Godet’s Commentary 
on John, Part 2, p. 83 (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, 1886). 

“Cambridge Greek Testament. 
p. 181. 

“Scribner’s International Critical Com- 
mentary (Bernard and McNeile),’ Vol. 2, 
p. 716.” 

A translation of the Latin passage is 
as follows: 

“This infidelity [adultery] shocks the 
senses to such an extent that some, hos- 
tile to modesty or rather to true faith- 
fulness, I believe, fearing that exemption 
from punishment for sinning be given 
their wives, removed from their manu- 
scripts that which the Lord did in leni- 
‘ency to the adulteress, as. if he were 
granting permission to sin who said: ‘Do 
not sin hereafter.’ ” 

It is plain, from these Bible. scholars 
and recognized authorities, that Dr. Sco- 
field was correct in quoting Augustine 
as he does. Augustine did not say that 
he believed the passage should be 
stricken from the manuscript; he was 
merely quoting what others had said. 
And, as will be noted, Dr. Scofield gives 
good reason for believing that the first 
eleven verses of John 8 are part of the 
inspired Word of God. 


Notes, 





g Children at Home 





Three Nests 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HIS, year I escaped to Cornwall in 

June. Cornwall is in the northwest- 
ern corner of Connecticut. It has twen- 
ty-seven named hills. The best of them 
all is Cream Hill, on which I have built 
a house on a ledge above Cream Pond, 
where I used to camp as a boy. That 
was several years ago. 

I had chosen June because of the birds. 
Some of my best friends meet me there 
every year, and June is their best month. 
Then they are in full song. Also June 
is a great month for one of the best of all 
out-of-door sports — bird’s-nesting. When 
I was young and didn’t know any better, 
I used to collect birds’ eggs. They have 
all been lost or broken or eaten by rats, 
many, many years ago. Nowadays I only 
collect notes and memories and happy lit- 
tle everyday adventures. They are much 
better than recollections of little mourn- 
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ing mother birds and boxes of blown 
eggs. 

This year the birds were all waiting 
for me. The first evening I heard from 
the woods about the house the magic 
harp-notes of the veerys, “whose heart- 
strings are a lute,” and they sang all 
through the twilight and into the star- 
shine. Ovenbirds everywhere shouted, 
“Teacher, teacher, TEACH!” Maryland 
yellowthroats, who wear black burglar 
masks, called, “Witchery, witchery, 
witchery,” from every thicket. Scarlet 
tanagers sang like slow, hoarse robins. 
Red-eyed vireos preached and preached 
even during the hot noon hours when 
other birds were still. 

One bird song, and that the sweetest 
of all, was absent. At last, late one 
afternoon from the near-by woods, 
sounded the exquisite cadences which I 
had missed so much—the pure round 
notes of the hermit thrush.. His song is 
not a long-sustained effort like the grand 
opera performance of the brown thrasher 
or the more commonplace song of the mi- 
gratory thrush, better known:as the robin. 
His two short stanzas are made up of 
only three or four notes, but they are 
poured out, rare, precious and lovely as 
liquid gold. 

The next morning I heard a bird song 
which was entirely unknown to me. It 
was very short and seemed to. have a 
lot of l’s in it. Afterward I examined 
the book of a noted ornithologist for a 
description of the song. Of it he wrote, 
“A variable series of musical notes hard 
to describe.” I shall not try to improve 
on that masterly description. 

Anyhow I pursued that. aggravating 
bird through the green leaves of divers 
tall trees with my bird glasses for two 
days, but hever once could I get more 
than a glimpse of him. At last, early 
one morning, he stepped out on a dead 
twig and I saw a necklace of black 
stripes on a yellow breast, the sign and 
seal of the Canada warbler. 

All too soon the last day of my vaca- 
tion dawned. 


“Of all sad words of pen or tongue, 
The saddest are these —vacation’s 
done. 


as a great poet has so beautifully writ- 
ten —I refuse to give you his name. 
Sadder still I had not found a single 
nest, and I decided that I must be get- 
ting old. Then, early that morning, as 
I was walking through a patch of woods, 


I heard a bird fly up just in front of me.:- 


Instantly I pushed aside the underbrush, 
and there, gleaming like turquoises were 
four blue eggs in a nest on the ground 
made of leaves and lined with grasses. 
It was sheltered by an arching golden- 
rod, and I never would have found it 
except for the dight of the mother bird. 
She gave no alarm-note but at last I 
caught a glimpse of her red-brown tail, 
the field mark of the hermit fhrush. 
Thus encouraged I began a systematic 
search for other nests, and here I will 
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unfold a secret for any bird’s-nester — 
try clumps of Christmas fern. In such 
clumps I have found such rare nests as 
those of the black-throated blue warb- 
ler and the Canada warbler, just de- 
scribed. 

Accordingly I spent the rest of the 
morning in separating the fronds of 
Christmas ferns. Finally in the center 
of one, entirely hidden by the stiff green 
leaves, I came across a nest which had 
just been built, with no eggs in it. It 
was rimmed around with grapevine bark 
which is the mark of the veery’s nest. 
How I wished that I could have stayed 
over a few days longer and seen the eggs 
of a deep burning blue, perhaps the most 
beautiful of all blue eggs. 

That same day I visited the attractive 
house of a friend, set in a little glade 
bordered by woods with a brook run- 
ning through it. As we sat on the porch 
I saw a little bird dip into a clump of 
cinnamon fern just across the brook, 
not a hundred feet away. 

“Would you like to see the nest of a 
Maryland yellowthroat?” I asked my 
friends. They followed me doubtingly. 
Sure enough, set at the base of that cin- 
namon fern was a tiny nest of grasses 
lined with horsehair and containing four 
exquisite cream-white eggs, wreathed 
and blotched with umber — my last and 
loveliest nest for 1939. 


HAVERFORD, PA. 





| With the New Books 


The Singing Church—The Hymns It 
Wrote and Sang. By Edmund S. Lorenz, 
LL.D., Mus. Doc. (Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn., $1.50.) Author of a 
number of standard works on. sacred 
music and worship in the church, Dr. 
Lorenz, veteran hymnologist, has pro- 
duced still another volume that prom- 
ises to have a wide field of usefulness. 
The present study includes a concise, 
yet very thorough and comprehensive 
history of the development of the Chris- 
tian hymn from its apostolic origins to 
the present day; a treatment of more 
than four hundred hymns and’ tunes; 
a critical analysis of the character, con- 
tent, purpose, and value of various types 
of hymns; and.a valuable section on the 
study, selection, and practical use of 
hymns. 








No brief review can do justice to the 
wealth of material to be found in the 
twenty-two chapters with their more 
than one hundred important subdivisions. 
A single illustration will give a hint of 
the unusual material so plentifully to 
be found in its pages, —-the section hav- 
ing to do with the “Emendation of 
Hymns.” Here the author discusses 
changes made in the wording of hymns, 
principles of equity involved in such 
changes, the rights of the original writer, 
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the limits of the author’s rights, the ef- 
fects of changes, and analysis of proper 
and improper changes, and Biblical pre- 
cedent. It is recognized that the original 
writer has definite rights in a hymn, but 
that changes have often been made that 
result in a loss of the writer’s vision, 
that verses have been omitted and words 
changed that have emasculated or en- 
tirely changed the message of a hymn. 
Unitarian hymnal editors have been 
guilty of such practices and others have 
followed,—in fact, writers and editors 
of all kinds have been given to such 
practice. This has been partly due to 
the fact that hymns have grown up with 
the spiritual life of the people, and “it 
was the adaptation of the hymn to im- 
mediate actual needs that counted, not 
the writer. There was no moral copy- 
right, much less legal (in former days), to 
stay the hand of the mutilator. Watts did 
not hesitate to incorporate, in his hymns, 
lines and even whole stanzas from the 
hymns of others. John Wesley had no 
scruples in rewriting lines and stanzas, 
and even whole hymns, already in print. 
Toplady’s alterations were often quite 
radical, as, for example, his drastic re- 
vision of Charles Wesley’s ‘Blow ye the 
trumpet, blow,’ to suit his intensely Cal- 
vinistic views. ... In spite of John Wes- 
ley’s warning against changes in the 
Methodist hymns,—‘Hymn__ cobblers 
should not try to mend them,’ . .. more 
than thirty variations occur in the first 
stanza of ‘Jesus, Lover of My Soul.’” 
The author properly concludes that cer- 
tain minor changes may be felicitous and 
proper, but that if any change is made 
that is of any consequence or affects the 
writer’s ideas or doctrine, due notice 
should be given that the original writer 
is not responsible for the new ideas or 
the changes of phraseology. “The Sing- 
ing Church” is truly Scriptural and spir- 
itual in the point of view presented. 
Dr. Lorenz points out that hymns should 
be based on the Scriptures; must be 
genuinely Christocentric, rather than 
simply fanciful, mere moralizing, or 
semi-religious; and reminds the reader 
that hymn singing should be a most 
important and vital part in the worship 
and praise of the Church as well as of 
the individual. Its theme is given on an 
opening page, “Be filled with the Spirit; 
speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the 
Lord” (Eph. 5:18, 19). 


Stories of Popular Hymns. By Kath- 
leen Blanchard. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Next 
to the Word of God, Christian hymns 
often prove to be the richest and most 
sustaining in mental and spiritual nour- 
ishment. Unlike many books which en- 
deavor to deepen and sweeten this 
knowledge by definitely accurate ac- 
counts of hymn writing, Mrs. Blanchard 
is neither technical, argumentative, nor 
long-winded. She has chosen sixty- 
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seven of our most loved hymns. and, 
after painstaking research, has produced 
a background for each that will reach 
the heart of every one. who reads or 
hears it told. Many of these back- 
grounds have new touches that add 
greatly to their interest. For example, 
“Abide With Me” and “Nearer, My God, 
to Thee,” were both written by tubercu- 
losis patients shortly before their death. 
“Silent Night” was not, as one might 
suppose, born in Germany, but in Aus- 
tria, where it was first sung by its com- 
poser priest to guitar accompaniment. 
And he who penned “How Sweet the 
Name of Jesus Sounds” was once a 
cruelly hardened sinner, who com- 
manded a slave ship. “In the Sweet 
By-and-By” was written, both words 
and music, in thirty minutes, while 
“Jesus Bids Us Shine” is by Susan War- 
ner, author of that greatest of all books 
for girls, “The Wide, Wide World.” 
When Joseph Scriven-was asked if he 
had written “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus,” he replied, “The Lord and I did 
it between us,” —a remark which seems 
wonderfully applicable to all the sweet 
hymns herein described. 


A New Oxford Bible (Garnet, 16 Mo.). 
Oxford University Press, New York City, 
$2 to $9.) A beautiful Bible for con- 
stant study and home use is now avail- 
able in large 10-point Plantin black- 
faced type of unusual clearness. It is 
simply the text, with generous spacing 
and margins, difficult names marked for 
easy pronunciation, and with running 
heads, indicating the contents, at the top 
of each page. The chapter numbers are 
in Arabic numerals. An atlas and set 
of maps are included. Those who ap- 
preciate a. book easy to hold and easy 
to read will enjoy this one, which comes 
in cloth or in leather bindings, divinity 
circuit or library style, on Oxford Bible 
paper or ultrathin Oxford India paper. 
The size is 74%x5 inches. 


The Jew and His Destiny. By E. H. 
Moseley. (The Berne Witness, Berne, 
Indiana, cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents.) Any 
problem that is very great, very old, 
and very disturbing, deserves not only 
our continued attention but a sincere 
effort toward its solution. Mr. Moseley 
believes that the first step in the case 
of the Jew and his destiny. is to recog- 
nize the fact that the Jew is with us to 
stay, that he is actually to become once 
more a great nation, and that the pros- 
perity of our country depends upon the 
treatment accorded to his people. These 
facts he proves from Scripture state- 
ments, some of which are startlingly di- 
rect and others drawn from Old Testa- 
ment types. These latter. will be inter- 
estingly new to many readers. The fact 
that a Jewish composer has set to music 
the whole of Nehemiah 4, which is now 
sung throughout Palestine, is evidence 
that Israel also finds in God’s Word type- 
pictures of his present distresses and of 
their ultimate and happy end. Mr. Mose- 
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ley shows that there are now three times 
as many Jews in the world as at any 
time in history, that they have six legal 
titles to Canaan, based on the six modes 
of obtaining property in land. Just as 
the 109 prophecies concerning Christ’s 
first coming were fulfilled within the 
thirty-three years of his earthly life, so 
every prophetic detail concerning God’s 
people is certain of consummation. The 
book is brimful of interesting facts con- 
cerning this question,—most of those 
that the reader has read,and many that 
are new. 
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The Gospel of St. Matthew 
will be studied during six 
3 months beginning with Oc- 
tober, 1939, by all persons, 
Sunday schools, and Bible 
Classes using the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons. 


Pastors, Sunday school superintendents 
and Bible teachers will be glad to know of 
three editions of St. Matthew's Gospel 
available through the American Bible So- 
ciety. They sellat one cent, two cents and 
four cents, depending upon the style and 
size of type. 











Because of the inexpensiveness of these 
attractive volumes they can be placed at 


small cost in the hands of every scholar. . 
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the Scriptures. 
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Chicago, ° 35 E. Wacker Drive 
Atlanta, Georgia, . ° 85 Walton Street 
Dallas, Texas, . 1814 Main Street 
San Francisco, California, « 224 McAllister Street 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


October 2 to 8 

Mon.—Malachi 3:1-6. The King’s Messenger. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My messenger.” 
We serve a God whose will is done no 
matter what men and devils do.. In 
crises, God-ordained men of the hour 
appear and serve with a God-given im- 
munity from the moral disease germs 
of their period. We of this latter part 
of the age serve on a lower platform in 
dispensational service;’ tut let us not 
overlook the importance of our God- 
assigned labors. Deep consecration be- 
fits holy service. Pray for the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, New York. 


Tues.—Mark 1:1-18. The Forerunner’s Office. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I send my mes- 
senger.” The business of God’s mes- 
senger is to deliver God’s message in 
the right way, at the right time, and with 
the right spirit. The results then lie 
with God, and the recipients, whether 
they hear or forbear, are not your re- 
sponsibility. Whether we “mourn” or 
“pipe”. (Matt. 11:17-19), we shall never 
please perverse people. Glorify God, 
and your work shall be well rewarded. 
Pray for all ministers of Christ. 


Wed.—Matthew 8:1-6. Heralding the King. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness.” God sustains 
world-wide evangelism. He brings forth 
his witnesses in the crises of life. 
Whether, like John, they live in a desert, 
or, like Peter and Paul, in the cities, their 
proclamation will find God-awakened and 
prepared hearers. Sometimes a preacher 
in a desert has a Baptist-like message 
that stirs the multitudes. The best arti- 
cles are sometimes put up in the small- 
est packages. Pray for American Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission, Philadelphia. 
Thurs.—Matthew 8:7-12. 

Making Ready for the King. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His wheat... 
the chaff.” Life in this world is seri- 
ous business. After a brief life of pro- 
bation ending at death comes the fixa- 
tion of character. When the spirit takes 
its flight the angels who do the reaping 
will know whether we are “wheat” or 
“chaff.” They will know whether our 
destiny is “the garner” or the “fire.” 
Those who are not ready for the King 
and Paradise must face their only other 
alternative — perdition. ‘Pray for a spir- 
itual awakening. 
Fri.—Matthew 3:13-17. John Baptizes the King. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have need to 
be baptized of thee.” Note the-astound- 
ing condescension of Christ. Observe, 
too, the lovely Christian humility of 
John. * Christ still accepts service at hu- 
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man hands. There is much to do for 
him. A careful, prayerful study of this 
subject of baptism, despite different in- 
terpretations, will serve good ends. “Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind.” Pray for ail Christian profes- 
sional men. 
Sat.—John 1:19-28. The Witness of John. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “One among you, 
whom ye know not.” To be effective in 
home, church, community, and through- 
out the world, human testimony concern- 
ing Christ must be coupled with the di- 
vine record. We are “witnesses.” Only 
as you bear your witnessing responsibil- 
ity will sinners who have the right to 
hear know of Christ. Pray for Christ’s 
businessmen. 
Sun.—Romans 1;8-17. 

The Power of the Gospel. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The power of 
God unto salvation.” Faith in Christ 
is the link that binds a lost soul to the 
saving Saviour. We couple on to the 
saving power of God by believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Without Christ 
we are in condemnation; but with him 
we have salvation. Deliverance from 
sin, and strength to be and to do for 
God, are all in Christ Jesus, and not in 
ourselves. Pray for our several Chris- 
tian governors. 


The Sunday School Gimes 


President and Publisher 
Pum E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage, For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 





and Possessions. These rates include @ 23> 


postage. 


75 cents—One or more copies to 2a gm 


individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 


52 cents—Five or more copies, ina ® 


package to only one address, 52 @%, © 


eents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SS 





ee ee 





